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ABSTRACT 


The aim of this study was to determine the relation- 
ship between certain selected variables and two political 
attitudes as they exist among high school students. The 
political attitudes.were measures of "political efficacy" 
end “sense of citizen duty." In part, variables consisted 
of a number of demographic items such as sex, age, grade, 
father education, mother education, family income, school 
achievement, and participation in student government or 
other extracurricular activities. A number of other items 
which were measures of student attitudes and opinions were 
also used as variebles. 

To obtain an indication of attitudes toward the 
political process, scales were developed by the Guttman 
technique and also by the use of factor analysis scores. 
When these scales were compared, a high correlation re- 
sulted. When it became evident that the Guttman scele 
for both political efficacy and sense of citizen duty 
would produce consistent results, it was decided to use 
only Guttman scale scores. 

The results of this investigation indicate that 
etudents Will have a greater tendency to feel politically 
efficacious and have a sense of citizen responsibility if 


they are female, younger than the grade average, have well 
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status, participate in extracurricular activities and hold 
an office in student government. Such students also con- 
centrate on doing homework, watch fewer television programs 
and refrain from going out in the evenings except on week- 
ends. These students find less fault with their schools, 
have loftier ambitions, and most aspire to attain a univer- 


sity education. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF DHE STUDY 
diem LNTRODUCTION 


2. 


Teachers end administrators of Canadian schools must 


3 


be increasingly aware of the chenges necessary in secondary 
educavion to meet tne needs or present day adolescents. Th 
most effective way to explore the nestle world of the 

adolescent citizen is through research and observation. his 


study, which atvenpts to analyze one narrow aspect of 


student attitudes and benaviour, may make a convrivdution to 
a. better understanding of the adolescent in today's school. 


Th 


Cc 


political: attivudes of youth have long been of 
concern to the leacers of western societies, for it is this 
youth that detexmine the society's perpetuation Or LUSs decay. 
Two attitudes which were analyzed Were "political efficacy" 
and “sense of citizen duty." "Political efficacy" means 
that a person,as an individuel,reels he can act to inprove 
“the political system. The attitude of "sense of citizen duty” 
3G tne feeling oc responsibdllity chat a c1t 
PeruLcmpav.on Jn OOlicvica. afidirs. This suldy autenous To 
measure whore attitudes and then to aqdetermine tneir relation- 


ship to the beliefs and values of adolescen 
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he purpose of this study was to determine some of 
the factors which are related to the political attitudes 
held by the high school students in a large Canadian 


metropolitan area. 
III. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROBLEM 


Our high aol vageule: have been designed to provide an 
adequate education program for all in the community. Admin- 
istrators and teachers must endeavour to understand the 
values, beliefs, and attitudes of this teenage sub-culture 
if they wish to become more effective in the realization of 
the schools’ educational objectives. 

The adolescent society has been described as one which 
is Separate fowaLavinct irom tne Parger "socevety. shavirer 


than expenc energies in trying to defeat this sub-culture, 
to re-create it in the image of the larger society, it would 
be more effective if administrators of schools treated it as 
@ cultural entity and studied it objectively. Once educators 
are in a position to understand and to Moat ibe this sub- 
society, and to have insight into its dynamics, they will be 
able to capitalize upon its strengvtvns for a more effective 
educational program. | 


One set of attitudes which is important to the 


adolescent and to the whole society, is the political 
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attitudes which are held by these young people. School 
authorities have developed student governments within their 

school systems Wit n the intention of guiding the development 
of these attitudes. However, few studies have been made to 
determine the extent of these political attitudes or to 
determine iene rovbes affecting them. Once the forces 
affecting tne political attitudes of teenagers are known, 
steps may be taken to modify them, in at least some instances. 
An awareness of these factors will enable one to cope more 
adequately with the problems facing the educators and the 
schools. : 

A complex set of forces is at work in the social and 

political environment of the student body. This empirical 
study, if brought to the attention of administrators, will 


_ 


make them sensitive to these, and this study, along with 
others of tnis nature, will assist in formulating theory 
which is so vital to good decision-making. A better under- 
standing of the people among whom and for whom tne school 
operates, reduces the possibility of unanticipated con- 
sequences in the decision-making process 

Students come from all social class levels of our 
society. The underprivileged student faces barriers to an 
education which are relatively unknown to the student who 
comes from a higher social olass environment. The adminis- 
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trator wno is aware of some of these differences can handle 


wf 


ee ee eal ord sted 9 
“leds aindiv adnoamraved Sorcha saad 
tusngo lavoD ote Se thiay 50 “pds? Slt, wal 


rood awsact (abate “#32 - 4 CAS: “* 
- t H aN; 


a 


of 6580 
+ +p avbotiets Enotrtied sasdth! ta 
eater nie eda® fae mae “8 


ore etn Esgecse? tT SSIs SS” 
ai =e due Se rk il Sa eYLbOim, ot 4 
stan odeo Od ako siden [ite ‘scodam et” oad fos 
35 Dea cettotaovbs ate. arlosy ane Lai aay a wt ome Lore 


* 
: x te at 


ant tt OW sand ss3tot Yo tor x9. 


faortvia {ai ast? cbhod thasbiitd Sal Fe 


ee <2 2 se < a were 7 or - 
ie 12 % Minne io mois aia hie gett. oF 


ofa: pxyned a artes brs saad: ee pid Say 
mt Te ee Fo 
Pes m 1 


we goatdeLunto® mf tefena apy 


. 


: ¥ oO oe 


cohay vestades qin inode caress 


-yoo. bavagtoivusa td cna 
sareootd? 

“uo to atoyel sae 
gn of atoliuad aad 


- 


ove pains ome: 


4 
the problems of the underprivileged in a more realistic and 
sympathetic manner. | 

Students who come from lower social class homes may 
find at aQifficult to integrate and to take advantage of all 
the educational opportunities which are offered in our 
predominantly middie class schools. Havighurst has pointed 
out that the American educational system is run by middle 
class people with middle class standards. Educational de- 
cisions and educational policies are made by people of the 
middle and upper classes who may be unaware of lower class 
values and avtitud ss pp. 129-143). Lower class students 
Will develop attitudes toward the school's social and 


political system wnich would assist them in becoming active 


a) 


and supportive citizens of their school. These feelings of 
not being an integral part of the social system will prob- 
ably encourage early dropping out and consequent inability to 
fit into the adult world of work and politics. 

MacLeod has made a study of student political attitudes, 
as related to leadership,by using a small urban school pop- 
Ulation. He has suggested that his study could be replicated 
by using a larger population with a greater variety of 
associated variables (7, p. 80). This study purports to do 


this and also to further substantiate MacLeod's findings. 
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IV. ASSUMPTIONS 


1. A necessary assumption is that the procedures 
used to determine ecidenca' attitudes constitute a valid 
approacn. 

2. Since the instrument used in this study eae 
already been used in other investigations of this nature, it 
is assumed that it is adequate for the purpose of this 
Dartrcular study. 
| 3. Another assumption is that the students expressed 

A 


their true opinions and that the items were understood by 


all students. 
Ve GL Tel LONG 


Any person carrying out a study of this type is aware 
of certain limitations. Checking the accuracy of the inforn- 
ation obtained is very difficult. Selltiz notes the danger 
of misinterpretation of the questions asked (8, p. 242). 

The study was carried out in one city. One cannot 
justifiably generalize tnat the results would be similar in 
another city. or in any NGS area. 

There are other variables which may be significant 
in determining one's political attitudes which have not been 
taken into consideration. Some of these are ethnicity, 
religion, race, and family political background, and some 


schools may encourage political involvement more than others 
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and this may have an effect upon students*® political 


attitudes. 
Vite MDE LEMLTATIONS 


It was anticipated that the population attending 
the city of Edmonton's public high schools would participate 
in this study. One school, however, chose not to partici- 
pate. Nine schools participated and supplied 10,019 
completed answer sheets. Students who were absent on the 
‘day the instrument wes administered,did not take part. Those 
students who did take part,completed the questionnaire in 
February, March or April of 1967. One should emphasize that 
Wee racy of sani ch schools society) not autotal 


adolescent society. chool dropouts heave not been included 


in the sample. 
VII. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 


The political attitudes which are measured in this 
study,have been defined by Angus Campbell. It was thought 
edvisable to consider his definitions adequate. The opera- 


tional definitions of the attitudes are also included. 
Political Efficacy 
Campbell defines political efficacy as: 


« « e the feeling that individual action does have, 
or can have, an impact upon the political process, i.e., 
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that it is worthwhile to perform one’s civic duties. 
It is the feeling that political and social change is 
possible and that the individual citizen can play a 
part in bringing about this change.” (1, p. 187). 
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> 


The operational definition is the score obtained on 
‘the following four point scale: 

ue Voting is the only way that students like me can 
have any say about the way the students? SCOunGI ful 
things. 

2. Sometimes students? council activities and 
business seem so complicated that a student like me 
cannot really understand what's going on. 

3. Students like me don't have any say about what 


the students’ council does. 


4h. 8 6L don't think student council members care much 


what the students like me think. 


gense of Citizen Duty 


Ae STS CR URE ee 


Sense of citizen autvy may be defined as: 

eo « « tne feeling that oneself and others ought to 
participate in the political process, regardless of 
whether such political activity is seen worthwhile or 
epficariouse Gly, pe 194). 

The operational definition of sense of citizen duty 

4s the score obtained on the following four point scale: 

1. So many other students vote in the students’ 

council elections that it doesn't matter much to me 


whethers. vote or not, 
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2e it isn’t so important to vote when you know your 
. candidate doesn't have any chance to re in the students’ 
council election. 

3- <A good many students’ council elections aren't 
important enough to bother with. 

4h, If a person doesn’t care how an election comes 
out, he. shouldn't vote in it. 

The above scales are a modification of those:used by 

Campbell to measure political efficacy and sense of citizen 


duty (1, pp. 187, 194). 


Home Index Seale 

Gough's Home Index Scale (3, p. 52-55), has been 
modified for Canadian usage by Elley. Findings by Elley and 
Greenfield show that this scale is a better #; ppoceduEs of 
socio-economic status than Blisnen’s Occupational Scale 
(2, pope 57-59; 4, pe 59). Its simple vocabulary usage makes 
it suitable for high school students. The test relies 
heavily on the acquisition of material goods as an indicator 
of STATUS « 

David Hernandez made the point that social class 
stratification was not created, nor intended, to serve as 
anything other than a research tool. Placing individuals in 
@ social class by means of an instrument, utilizing weighted 
values, is aimed at identifying groups pore snare certain 


characteristics as groups and was never meant to apply to 
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VIII. ORGANIZATION 


Chapter II is devoted to a review of significant, 
related studies which have been conducted in Canada and the 
United States. Pertinent Canedian studies are those com- 
pleted by Knill. United States studies to which reference 
is made, are those by Ziblatt, Havighurst, Hollingshead and 
Easton. 

Chapter III describes the instrument telling how it 
was administered and how the sample was taken from the total 
population. The chapter includes some theory moreted to 
Guttman scaling and to multiple factor analysis. It was 
decided to include a full description of the procedure used 
to develop a Guttman scale, as this may be of value to 
students of research who wish to use this technique. 

Chapters IV and V describe the analysis of the data. 
Chapter IV is devoted to analysis of variance tests used to 
Getermine the relationship of certain demographic factors 
upon the two political attitudes which have been named 
"Dolitical efficacy" and "sense of citizen duty?" Chapter V 
describes the results of a number of chi-square tests. 

The concluding chapter summarizes the finding of the 


study, suggests some implications, and poses a few problems 
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not answered by this study. 


areas of research. 


These problems suggest new 
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CHAPTER’ IT 
RELATED LITERATURE 
I. POLITICS AND POLITICAL SYSTEMS 


) "Man is by nature a political animal." (19, p. 1129). 
These words were written by Aristotle well over two thous- 
and years ago. As families joined together to form commun- 
ities, it was natural that someone should become the aigtest 
over these, just as it was natural for the eldest of the 
family to control the family unit. Similarly, a society must 
have orgenization and control. Because man is a social 
animal, he must also be a political animal. ‘i 

| Jenkins suggested that the simple question of what 
constitutes political relationships and institutions has not, 
as yet, received ‘a dependable definition. There are only 
concepts that have been associated with the idea of Boies 
‘His concepts were the state and the social relationships 
that are recognized as political (13, pp. 4-6). 

In the early ages of civilization the only existing 
form of government, other than the family, was the govern- 
ment of the state. This is what political scientists 
generally study. 

Until recently, the social relationships which political 
action involves, has tended to be neglected. Students 


realize the necessity of broadening one's concept of 
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politics to include the interrelationships of SHE Miguel Ss 
Members of @ society should she that people act politic- 
ally in their relationships with their superiors and 
colleagues ioy ansorcices.mittase polaticadwvacti a which 
brings about a decision to make a change or not to make a 
change at a board meeting, a school staff meeting or a 
meeting of a club’s executive. 

Miller has described the essence of a political 
situation as being someone trying to do something about 
which there is no agreement and of trying to use some form 
‘of government as a means to t this achievement (20, p. 14). 
Conflict is, therefore, a reawenoG politics since disagree- 
ment produces conflict. 

Agger has defined politics as "that aspect of life 
in which certain people act to maintain or to shift the 
pattems of action of government officials." (1, p. 1). 
Goldstein and Cahidl gave, their definition of politics as 
the study of power meee a among people in a system. 
The political process begins when an individual member of the 
system believes that the a Reraee he presently derives from 
the system are somewhat less than what he would like, 
CAl sph bl? 5dr 

Dahl has defined a politicai system as "any persistent 
pattern of human relationships that involves to a significant 


extent | poweng ruhe, por-authority es 63, <p.i6). 
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This definition is very broad as it includes the associa~ 
tions within private clubs, business firms, labour unions, 
religious organizations and even families Such a defini- 
tion probably is better suited ‘to a study or this nature. 
Individuals cdo not belong to a single political system. An 
individual may be a member of the phat el systems of his 
country, his province, his trade union, or his lodge, along 
with an almost endless list of other such affiliations. 

Warner observed that a society, with any degree of 
complexity, must have some rank order to perform certain 
functions necessary for group survival. Such a society will 
always have some kind of status system which, by its own 


7 


values, places people in higher or lower positions. This 


results because of the need for co-ordination and integ- 
ration. 

Those who occupy co-ordinating positions acquire 
power and prestige. This is inevitable because their 
actions partly control the behaviour of the individuals who 
look to them for direction. As a result,a hierarchy forms. 
Tne hierarchy may be simple in a small group, but it be- 
comes very complex in a large factory Oorsa large company. 
This hierarchial structure holds true for political, 
religious, educational, and otner soc cial institutions. the 
more complex the group and the more diverse the functions 


and activities, the more elaborate its status system is 


likely to be. The system of status cannot be eliminated. 
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emocratic and 


O: 


Yte.e the sdministrator’'s duty to keep it as 
egalitarian as possible (25, pp. 21-30). 

A sub-society or a an eontery: of the total society 
is composed of those adolescents ane mas attending high 
school. Agser (8) Campbell (2), Hunter (11 ). and Porter 


ft. m | 


(22) are some of the researchers who roa made studies 
concerning the nature of politics within the adult world. 
Few similar studies have been made wWitn respect to the 
adolescents of our society. Studies en have been made. 
indicate that polit tics and political AE Ges are important 
factors in de mining the behaviour of the individual 
members of the teenage society and also that political 


attitudes are established at an early age. 


Il. o,-RELATED STUDIES 


tx 
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David Easton has discussed the political socializa- 
tion of young people which he sees as.a vital determinant 
affecting the probability of a system persisting over time. 


. 


He admits that we have little understanding of the nature of 
one’s attachment to a regime and of its developmental pat- 
terns as a child matures (5, pe. 234). 

A study of over twelve thousand elementary school 
children, undertaken by Easton, indicates that the child's 


political world begins to take shape well before he enters 


elementary school. The child's image of the political 
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16 
world undergoes rapid change during these years. Political 
jearnin ig Gecvs a good start in the family during the pre- | 
school period. By the time the enilea has completed 
clementary school, many pasie political actlitudes have 
become firmly establisned. | 

Ba aston proceeded a step further and claimed that by 


the time the child enters high school, 
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teen, his basic political orientations to regime and 


community have become quite firmly ent 
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CURES his high school years there is “nie visible change 
(5, pp. 235-236). 

James Davies has supporved Bas 
nthe politicization process in America: is basically complete 
at the age of fourteen. A further observation he made was 
that the child who experiences deprivation of physical an 
social needs fails to achieve patterns of political 
behaviour which are mature (4, pp. 11-12). 

If the political attitudes of our future political 
leaders and political decis ion-makers have been determined 
at an early BBE » it is imporvant that curriculum Sree 
construct school px rogram s which will insure maximum develop- 
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ment of desirable political atcitudes. In discussing aims 


of education, Robert W. Frederick stressed the importance of 


citizenship and patriotism in our society and also the 


importance of such training in our schools. 
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Every society must socialize Lvs young if it wisnes 
to maintain itself. Any politically organized society has 
the same maintenance needs and, conseauently, has an | 
additional function, the political socialization of the 
‘young. Tne goal of political socializgationvis to train 
individuais so that they becomé well-functioning members 
of the political society. 

Roberta Siegel has discussed political socialization. 
Philosophers as early as Plato devoted thought and effort 
to the question of how to bring about active participation 
in political socialization within the society. Political 
values and attitudes are acquired, not inherited. Learning 
of these attitudes and values takes place as children develop 
and what they learn has a bearing on later adult behaviour 
(24, pp. 1-4). 

In 1952, Campbell made a study of voting benaviour in 
the Rea eevee elections in the United States. His analysis 
was made by using the survey method. His use oihetlis sample 
survey method created a powerful new lustrument for the ob- 
servation of the political process. It permits the making 
of inferences about the total population from the character- 


istics of relatively few cases (2, p. 9). 
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Campbell stated, that although the level of citizen 
interest and participation in any one election may be 
explained in such factors as the attractiveness 
of the candidates and the importance of the election issues, 
an undervaking of long range trends i 1 level of electoral - 
ramiiolesiionercavixes the consideration of broader and mor 
enduring political issues and attitudes. To eat Gee atti- 
tudes, he has developed the concepts of “sense of political 


> 


efficacy" and "sense of citizen duit 
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to make scales tnat would measure these. His conce} 
“sense of political efficacy” ae related to a feeling that 
one’s action as en individual is worthwhile and can result 

in desired imvz rovenent in the political situation. "Sense 

of citizen duty” was related to the feeling of responsibility 
to participate in political activities (2, p. 187). 

The study indicated tnat the higher one’s sense of 
political efficacy, the higher the level of participation 
in the 1952 United State eiragiean al elections(isepenl 90) - 
He also Peake that education is highly related to the 
political efficacy. scale... Two.other. socio-econcnic. status 
variables, income and occupation, were found to be highly 
related. In addition, men were more highly efficacious 
than women. Campbell also compared regions. For exenple, 
the South ranked sig hee years Lower than ovher regions of 


the United States in political efficacy (2, p. 194). 
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The other political attitude introduced by Campbell 
was "sense of citizen duty." Alternative labels for this 
concept might be "sense of political responsibility" or 


"civic ob 
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"sense of citizen duty” would be positively ; related to the 
level of political participation. The data gave support to 
this. Again, education, income and occupation were highly 
related to eae of citizen duty.” The differences dis- 
appeared in the case of sex and age (2, pp. 195-199). 

Ziegler has used attitude scales similar to puss 
used by Campbell. His EES was concerned with teacher 
attitudes. Attitudes which he measured were those related 
to government action, attitudes considered to be typically 
"middie class" such as thrift, self-reliance and respect 
for established authority, and a third scale was used. to 
measure teacher attitudes toward “love of country" 

(28, pp. 5-27). 

Since, as Easton claims, the political attitudes of 
high school students have been fix mly establisned, it 
appears conceivable that one could use Campbell’s survey 
method and similar scales to study the political avvitu 
on behaviours of teenezers. In fact, such scales have 
been Geveloped and used to survey the political attitudes 
of high school populations. 


High school students are active in scnool acvivities 
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involves decision-making with respect to rules or laws 
just as decision-making is a part of any adult organization, 
and non-participants are a part of each society. | 

Ziblatt has stated that promotion of citizenship Ree 
one of the prime reasons for extracurricular activities 
being encouraged in American schools. Extracurricular 
activities were to serve a purpose for youth similar to the 
functions served by voluntary organizations for adults. 
Membership in voluntary organizations was believed to have 
positive effects on an adult's citizenship competence. A 
Pouth participating in extracurricular activites would, 
therefore, have a greater insignt into social processes. 

The teenager who participates, feels more integrated into 
the normal high school status system. This feeling of 
integration is associated with social trust. Those students 
who are socially trusting, have a more positive attitude 
toward politics. By “social trust," Ziblatt meant trust 

or faith in human nature. 

Ziblatt has also stated that extracurricular activi- 
ties are a source of the informal status networks in 
American secondary schools. The norms upon which these 
networks are based, do not inculcate values which stress 
the intrinsic worth of education. Extracurricular 
activities are supposed to teach the attributes of good 


citizenship, but his study has found no direct relationship 
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between participation in high school extracurricular 
activities and attitudes toward politics. Another of 
“Ziblatt's findings was that teenagers of working class 


4 an ea ee ree eek eae ae iar a eye Sa! Deh eg = ae £ Ne a 
ba okex UNGS participate Least, but they are more likely to 


students are insulated by a belief in equality of opportunity 


Other findings made. by Ziblatt were that students, 
Whose fathers have not obtained a high school education, re 
less likely to participate in school activities. He hypothe- 


sized that there is a status structure within the student 


body. The student who perceived himself to be within the 
social system, responded positively, to .socialwtrusty,ands in 
turn, had a positive attitude toward politics (29, pp. 21-30). 
The status structures which Ziblatt inferred exist 

emongs high school students, are similar to the structures 
reported to exist in the Canadian socievy by Porter. He has 
found that the Canadian society contains a number of elite 
grovos and that these occupy the strategic command posts of 
the Canadian social structure (22, pe e222 k. 

7 Patterson pointed out that there are many ways by 
which citizenship can be learned while an adolescent is in 
high school. Firstly, there is an assumption that 1t can be 


learned through the regular instructional program. Secondly, 
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22 
it can be learned and revealed in terms of conduct within 
the school community. Thirdly, it is argued by some that 
citizenship is learned through limited participation in the 
ae of school affairs... The chief vehicle of this 
participation is the apparatus of student government. 
Whereas most high schools today have some form of student 
organization, not all educators agree as to their effective- 
ness as a training technique in citizenship (21, p. 122-133) 

A number of descriptive studies of extracurricular 
activities have been carried out at the University of 
Alberta. Hutton's study in 1960, "Extra-Curricular Activi- 
ties in St. Joseph's Boys! High School," suggests that 
ate y ei ouler activities must have educative value in 
order that their sponsorship by the school be justified 
6122, 4n.57°),...end. that bs srarinb eens ia activities should be 
open to all (12, p. 96). Marles' 1963 study of Edmonton 
Junior High Schools was intended to set forth the aims and 
procedures of an ideal extracurricular program Ae ed he 
Kratzmann, in a 1958 study, discovered that only one-third 
to one-half of the students participate in any extracurri- 
cular activities. One of his suggestions was that some of 
these activities should be scheduled during the school day, 


making it possible for more students to participate 


Gr6,, p. 90). 
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24 
of 390 high school students in the social structure, and the 
way they participated in selected aspects of the community 
life, the school, cliques and dates, the church, the job, 
recreation and pleasure. He concludes that "the class 
system as it functions in the school and at none: does not 
help youth to overcome the poor training he has received 
at home and in the neighborhood" (10, p. 195). 

Other findings were that student attendance at 
athletic events is associated very highly with class position. 
That is, upper class students tended to be frequent attenders 
and lower class students seldom attended (8). The number 
of students elected to the students! council from the upper 
class was well over twice as great as its representation in 
the student body (10, p. 195). 

A Bereta oat study by MacLeod, related to extra- 
curricular activities, was completed in 1966. The aim of 
his study was to determine whether a number of selected 
variables are related to the election of an individual to 
ea high school students' council. The variables which he 
selected were social class of parents, membership in volun- 
tary organizations, and attitudes toward the political 
process. The population from which data were gathered, 
was the student body of the senior high school of a small 
Alberta city. He concluded that there were significant 
factors affecting one's election to a students! council. 


Executive membership in school clubs was the most significant 
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predictor of council membership of the variables tested. 


Participation in a number of extracurricular activities also 


lished in the 1963 series of the Saskatchewan Bulletin. 
Emphasizing the importance of the home and family environ-~ 
ment, he pointed out that teachers have a little influence 
upon the attitudes of high school students in certain areas 
of social Sees lf teachers wish to influence their 
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ts, they should do so through their parents, or 
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He also asserted that student activity in the elected 
offices of the students® council, as well as the’ voluntary 
members ship organizations of clubs and sports, seem to be a 


t 


good indicator of involvement in the student society. He 


oO’ 


hypothesized thav students become more active in the high 


chool society as they progress through grades. The re- 
lationship between grade level and - the proportion of 


2 


students holding elected positions, is something tnat is 


and extracurricular activities more v 
A measure of political efficacy by Knill indicated 
that the attitudes held by students were pot teeter with 


their activity in school affairs. In addition, girls felt 
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26 
more politically efficacious than boys (14). 

Another conclusion reached by Knill was that the 
attitudes of Canadian students are not a stereotype of those 
found among adults, nor are they the same as those found 
among high school students in the United States or in the 
European countries (14, p. 56). 

In Januery, 1967,Hemphill and Holdaway performed an 
analysis using the data that Knill had gathered in Saskatoon. 
Their conclusions were that students with a higher sense of 
political efficacy tended to participate more in student 
council activities. In fact, political efficacy was posi- 
tively associated with grade, age, extracurricular activities 
and council membership. It was negatively associated with 
school size. Sense of citizenship duty associated positively 


with age and socio-economic area (7). 
TIT. “THEOHETLCAL- BASIS FOR THIS: STUDY 


The total society may be considered to te made up of 
a number of political systems, such as the political system 
centred upon a state, a city, a hospital or a@ school. The 
Beeaerit body of a high school may also be considered to make 
up a political system with each student being a member of 
that system. The student body has its own student govern- 
ment, exercising limited control over student activities. 


Some students will become very actively interested within 


« (4q)- taal 


outt son paw (£foX yd Badger 2 sa wera i 
ares To sqydoo1ssa 8. ton ers ‘sdhemiie a pare 


*: Oe ee 
bawot onc os saiga ond odd reidihan Wee 


etme 5 pad > 
adit ai to antaee bod tell outs at ath ) lot Alt 


(dR «Wf at 
aa howd tse bla bre » Freee ORE: | | 
uf apt i. ae 
ftootasees ar baxaneesa- Sad Le bet “pat? ateb “ody getter ata 


pit a. db 


® sanew tpAgin 5 10iu soup = dials call 
teshite mi stom Faq tots Sq nl ‘bebo 


a! 


‘nog aaw yasattre feotttiiag ,tea? nt +A 

i : wey , * 
neitivities Seal yvorttauos ks .~S8s ,2 data seiw | 
fovitsinan kaw FE -didarstana q 


Visv to feoy gts LobRas. Yop gt alii hala to* 


* 
AST ‘oda — * aa 


© 
re oe ke 


? 
“ 


idiw: hase ioore 


Yo qs .ohsm sd of oxebiano ad wa 


airy 1: 


; | 1" bs 
hee ae : 
» athe ¥= 
- es i" re. 
oe a 


motnya. Caottt fog aad an Debit 
ont . footer a to Sad’ 


i.e 


stain at beteblanoo of ad foo 


baa Pt" 


-itie¥oa Saobids sti rh sa i 
i 


~ 


& 


27 
the political system and others will choose to be dis- 
interested. Some students will be the system's influen- 
tials and decision-makers, thus enjoying high status among 
their peers. 

In an efforts to learn more about the adolescent 
sub-culture, it was thought that a study of their political 
attitudes within their own political system, would produce 
worthwhile information. Such e@ study would help to deter- 
mine what factors or characteristics tend to be common 
among the influentials of a student body or among the non- 
participants. Suggestions were that students who are active 
in student affairs will have more positive political atti- 
tudes then those students who are inactive. It was also 
thought that there was a relationship between certain 
demographic characteristics of the students and their 
political attitudes. Demographic factors which were chosen 
Were sex, grade, age, family income, end parents’ education. 
Student behaviour and nee were also investigated for 


significant relationships to political attitude scales. 
IV. HYPOTHESES 


Two major hypotheses have been studied. There were: 

1. There is no relationship between certain selected 
variables and political efficacy. 

2. There is no relationship between certain selected 


variables and sense of citizen aD wp 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 


This chapter includes a description of the question- 
naire used, the method of collecting data, and the method 
used in drawing a sample from the total population. A full 
description of scaling procedure, by both the Guttman method 
and scaling by the use of factor scores is ehsach teat The 
correlation of the two scaling procedures for both scales is 
reported. The chapter concludes with a brief description of 
the statistical techniques used to test the variables which 


are considered. 


I, DATA COLLECTION 


The instrument used in collecting these data was a 
questionnaire developed jointly by Drs. Friesen, Knill and 
Katsoy of the Department of .Educational Administration, 
University of Alberta. This study has not made use of every 
item of the questionnaire which was constructed to gather 
data related to students’ social and professional attitudes 
@s well as political attitudes. This thesis may, therefore, 
be considered to be one part of a major study with Dr. Friesen 
researching social attitudes and Dr. Ratsoy studying the 
professional attitudes of prospective recruits into the 


teaching profession. 
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Part 2 of the questionnaire contains eight items. 

The first four were dees to develop a scale for political 
efficacy and the next four were the basis for a sense of 
citizen duty scale. The first part of the questionnaire 
serves a number of purposes. Items 1 to 72 provide demo- 
graphic information, data related to social attitudes and 
to student behavioural attitudes. Items 73 to 92 make up 

a modified version of Gough's Home Index Scale for measur- 
ing socio-economic status. The next section; that is, items 
93 to 1h0,were included to provide information for areas of 
investigation such as the value orientations of high school 
students and attitudes of students toward the profession 

of teaching. 

Certain items were selected from items 1 to 72 which 
would provide data related to political attitudes. Demo- 
graphic, as well as attitudinal end behavioural factors, 
were used. The Gough Home Index Scale was used to serve as 
a measure of socio-economic status. 

The questionnaire was administered to 10,019 students 
representing nine senior high schools of the Edmonton Public 
School System. One high school within the system did not 
participate in the study. Forms were distributed to the 
various schools and thts administrative staff of each school 
accepted the reebenel pricy of having the students complete 


them. The questionnaires were administered during February, 
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March and April of 1967 to the total population of each 
school. There was no attempt to test those who were absent. 
| Answers were placed directly upon I.B.M. answer 
sheets. These were passed through an optical scorer,which 


transferred the information to computer cards. 
II. VALIDITY OF SCALES 


The political attitude scales have been used for at 
least two previous studies; once by Knill in his Saskatoon 
High School Study, and egain by MacLeod in his Grande 
Prairie School Study. The scales proved adequate on both 
occasions. MacLeod obtained a Coefficient of Reproduci- 
bility of 92.8 percent for the four items of the sense of 


citizen duty scale. 


III. THE SAMPLE 


The total population of 10,019 students was not used 
for this particular study. A twenty-five percent sample 
was selected and this was done before the schools were mixed. 


ai 
The selection was done by a computer program and the follow- 


ing procedure was used: 
Card number 1 was selected and every fourth card 


thereafter. The selection should then have been as follows: 


1,5, 95 ¢ « « However, if data on a card were selected, and 


1. The program was prepared especially for this 
study by David Flathman of the Division of Educational 
Research, University of Alberta 
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36 
if that card was not complete, it was rejected. This may 
best be explained by using en example. Suppose card 5 was 
incomplete, then card number 6 was selected in its place. Lf, 
cera number 6 was.incomplete, card number 7 was selected. If 
this card was complete,it would be accepted and the next 
card to be selected would be card number 9. If cards 55 
6, 7, and 8 were incomplete, then one card was lost to the 
samplee This occurred often enovgh in the sampling pro- 
cedure to account for the 24.3 percent sampling in place of 
the intended 25 percent. 

Table I provides a summary of the original population 
of each school and the sample that was selected from each. 
Seven schools provided an actual sample of better than 24 
percent of their population. School number 6,which had 
originally provided 736 answer sheets to the population, had 
only 162 of its students selected for the sample. School 
number 5 was a@ small school established mainly for students, 
who had learning difficulties. Of the 184 original answer 
sheets, only 32 were selected for the sample. This accounted 
for only 17.39 percent of this school's original population. 

There was a possibility that this basis for selection 
would create a bias. A chi-square test for independence was, 
therefore, performed on the Gough Home Index Scale distribu-_ 
tion. The null hypothesis was that there was not a signifi-. 


cant difference in the frequency distribution of the sample 


o€ Fs 
on ald? .9teaton: oe cl 
eau @ Btao SAOCYE alata 
‘tt .sosfq att at patooled saw » soa 
$f sbetvefas caw + ‘eociMstey, Hiso. ¢f 
¢¥en ett bap bes qeoae8 onined 

a eteso YI. .0 recta bitso. od stn 

rad ot 4 20. mew \B185. oho ade «2 bee 
-o1g qothames oid ot savone nado seonencra | 

to soala ot mithiqnee tases 2@¢ ei. suk ott ee: 
ia ea 

(foltalugagy fan tgicca sit to Wreiaiuta, 8 dpbeventa & uy “ “ bind 
Mose moet Bodoston: naw sath 0 felts oT ome. 

NS <ieik “aeived to alyare feytos ia -bohiwen 


ofan sa “A 
Serf dotdw, 4a wsdRur Toodse he: Si NG r 


‘eae 


me) ae til ‘ 


4 s 
-. Ay mia Mv 


bad ,soteateqem sda od atooda. ‘Brat B81 
Coorls8 .9fqame oot pt hotdpten ) ad aot > e 
,rtuehete not yiailen es 
“wane lentatto WEE ott 10° 
fstavqoos atit .otgmea ack x08 
tolielugoq {sniyleo “er we 
mottoolea 10% aland — r 
easy sorabroqebit ‘oF 
tid tr29tb efso8 saaanead 
aihiegin 2 ton amt 
afgman ott. we lias’ 


37 


: : —>S cee 
| i | | | ' 
Sc Sot ala Aa | mast ere | Geet | tore | Té°%e | gyre | See | queo Jed 
foaet 4 AD Sei art ai od t ; i 
: i é i =I ; 
| ee S| teow |e ze | we | me | ZSe, up SE | etdues 
| i 
6toot = | eé0e | «(196 | oOleT | 96L | eT |- WEST | 668 | SzOr le OFT a uoTzeTndog 
| Teuzstao 
| l 
| | | | | 
Teo, | 6} Lsl29 e& | 7 wl gE z ey “ON 
Lear ad ea ee pe bs ee 
ose ie | ai k Oia | | | 


STOOHOS HOIH GNIN dO SNOILVINdOd TVLOL 
WOoud TIdNVS V SV NMVUC HOVINGOUdd CNV YAEWNNN GHL 


I dIavi 


ve 


ee 


i 


~ ie y 
} Fj 5 
' r) ' 
9 f _ rs os, 
: : 
: ¥ iP es, 
7 “J 
. £ 
: Cs 
i ar ; ry tale - 
i Le, > ‘ 
> : F _ i 
7, is Yy 
; o - ® wn, 
: ; a4 Pa 
b's i 4 : 
my ' 


pr ng ift y 


38 
when compared to the total population. A chi-square value 
of 0.0537 was calculated. This is not a significant value 
and thus the null hypothesis was accepted. 

Table II provides a comparison of the distribution 
of the Home Index Scale scores between the original popula- 
tion and the sample. The students were placed in one of 
five groups based upon their socio-economic scores. Group 1 
represents the lowest socio-economic group and group 5, the 
highest. The percentages provided for each group indicate 
that the distribution for the sample was very close to the 
Gdistribution of the original population. The distribution 


appeared to follow that of a normal curve. 
IV. CONSTRUCTION OF ATTITUDE SCALES 


When a number of items are used to measure the same 
attitude, some method of scaling is normally adopted which 
will allot one score to each individual tested. nA scale 
may be considered to be a device for measuring some parti- 
cular dimension of attitude. As a weight scale measures 
weight, and as a measuring tape measures length, an attitude 
scale measures some particular mental set. Thus, a political 
attitude scale should be designed to measure some attitude 
toward the political process as an individual perceives Lt. 

Research workers in the field of attitude analysis 
are reluctant to use a single question in rating the atti- 


tudes of people with regard to complex subjects. One 
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LO 
question does not cover all aspects of the attitude held. 
a set of questions is more likely to do this and hence have 
greater validity. Increasing the number of responses 
relative to an attitude will also increase the reliability 
of the instrument, that is, the results will be more con- 
sistent. 

Ford points out that the combining of questions to 
measure @ particular attitude may be done simply by "reason- 
ableness," item analysis, multiple factor analysis, or 
Guttman scaling (2, pp. 508-509). 

| In this study,multiple factor analysis end Guttman 
scaling were used and the correlation between the two 
methods was determined. -This aspect of the study was con- 
sidered to be of major importance because these attitude 


measures had never been validated in this manner before. 


Procedure for Guttman scaling 

The eight items of the questionnaire ,which are con- 
Reread with student political attitudes, have already proven 
to be scalable for at least two studies, so it was assumed 
that they would be scalable for this study. However, in 
the two previous instances the "cutting points" for 
Meirtdual scale items were not the same. 

If the items scale perfectly,when based upon four 
items which have dichotomized responses, then the items 


would be arranged in such an order that if a respondent has 
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answered the first positively, he would also answer the 


Wy 


others positively. If he answered the first negatively and 


the second positively, he would enswer the next two posi- 


Powel yen ines isi liustrated in Figure 1. 


We may consider that question with the least number 


of positive answers as being the "hardest" question, and the 


one with the greater number of positive answers as the 


"easiest" question. 


It is doubtful whether a perfect scale has ever been 


constructed. An individual will frequently select the 


"hardest" question, perhaps the next hardest and then re- 


ject the "easy" question. 


It is in such a case that a 


"scale error" has occurred. 


In actual practice,"scale 


errors" do occur to some extent. When such an error is 


committed, the error is recorded and then the individual is 


assigned to a "perfect" pattern. 
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Figure 1 


Acceptable Response Patterns 
and Their Scale Scores 
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Figure 1 indicates five possible perfect patterns 
when four items ere being scaled. There are sixteen pos~ 
sible patterns. This, therefore, allows for eleven error 
patterns. Examples of such errors are: (4-44), (-+-+) and 
(+--+). If one considers the number of errors, the number 
of items, and the number of respondents, it is possible to 
determine the degree of predictability for the scale. This 
measure is known as the Coefficient of Reproducibility and 


is determined by the following formulas 


Vere = 1 - Number of errors 


Sore EN 


Number of items X number of respondents 
The minimum Coefficient of Reproducibility, which has been 
accepted in recent studies is 0.90. 

In the process of scaling, it is necessary that 
errors be assigned scale scores. This means that they must 
be added to one of the five perfect patterns. Certain 
assumptions are made in doing this: 

(1) It is assumed that there is a minimum error 
(e.g., the pattern +--+ would be assigned as a ---+). 

(2) When error patterns can be assigned two differ- 
ent ways, the pattern nearest the middle pattern is chosen 
(e.g., +-++ could be assigned ++++ or --++. In this case, 
the assignment would be to the latter type). 

(3) If the error pattern cannot be assigned to the 


middle pattern, then it is assigned to the type with the 
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43 
greatest frequency (e.g., the pattern +-+- could be ---- or 
++++, in which case the assignment is made to the type which 
has the greatest frequency) (4, p. 195). 

Although the attitude items in the questionnaire per- 
mitted six possible responses which were: agree strongly, 
| agree somewhat, agree slightly, disagree slightly, disagree 
somewhat, and disagree strongly, it is permissable to 
Gichotomize the response by choosing a cutting point and 
making all responses to the left of the cutting point, a 
negative response, and those to the Yight,.e positive 
response. The suggested criterion is to permit no more then 
80 percent in the "easiest" item, and no less than 20 percent 


in the “hardest" item. 


Political efficacy scale 


The items produced the greatest discrimination in the 
following order: 

1. Voting is the only way students like me can have 
any say about how the students’ council run things. 

2. Sometimes students’ council activities and business 
seem so complicated that a student like me can't really 
understand what is going on. 

bo 6c. don't. think student council members care much 
what the students like me think. 

3. Students like me don't have any say about what the 


students! council does. 
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The highly efficacious responses were scored posi- 
tively, and the low efficacy responses were scored 
negatively. The cutting points and the percentage distribu- 
tion of responses are shown in Table Tit. The cutting points 
were anecen so that 22.4 percent of the responses for mien it, 
38.8 percent of item 2, 60.4 percent of item 4, and 74.5 


percent of item 3 were given positive scores. 


Coefficient of Reproducibility 
The Coefficient of Reproducibility for the political 
efficacy scale was 92.5 percent. This was based upon four 


items, 2,432 respondents and 734 errors. 


Sense of Citizen Duty Scale | 

The items produced the greatest discrimination in the 
following order. 

(8) If a person doesn't care how an election turns 
out, he shouldn't vote in it. 

(7) A good many students council elections aren't 
important enough to bother with. 

(5) So many other students vote in the students'* 
council elections that it doesn't matter much to me whether 
I vote or not. 

(6) It isn't so important to vote when you know your 
cendidate doesn't have any chance to win in the students’ 


council election. 
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6 
The highly efficacious responses were scored posi- 
tively. The cutting points and percentages distribution 
appear in Table IV. The cutting points were chosen so that 
25.2 percent of the responses for items 8, 38.7 percent of 
the responses for item 7, 64 percent of the responses for 
item 5, and 78.5 percent of the responses for item 6, were 


given positive scores. 


Coefficient of Reproducibility 
The Coefficient of Reproducibility for the sense of 
citizen duty scale was 94.46 percent. This was based upon 


four items, 2,432 respondents and 539 errors. 


Corrections for Error Patterns 

As previously mentioned, there ere five perfect 
patterns when scaling four items. There are also eleven 
possible error patterns. The distribution of these error 
patterns to perfect patterns is given by Tables Va and Vb. 
The corrections are made according to the assumptions pre- 
viously stated. Some patterns contain two errors, 
therefore two corrections must be made. The total number 


of responses in the pattern are, therefore, multiplied by 


two. 
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Scaling by the Use of Factor Scores 
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Another method of forming an attitude scale is by 


the use of multi-factor scores. Basic assumptions of factor 
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50 
anélysis are: 

1. that a battery of intercorrelated variables has 
common factors running through it, and that the scores 
of an individual can be represented more economically 
in terms of these reference factors. 

2. that the correlation between two variables can be 
accounted for by the nature and extent of their factor 
loadings (3, pp. 44-48). 

The eight items of the questionnaire were factor 
analyzed” by using an I.B.M. 7040 computer. When quartimax, 
varimax and equamax rotations were applied, two factors 
emerged. These were called "political efficacy" and "sense 
of citizen duty." The factor loadings table for the varimax 
rotation is given in Appendix B. The table indicates that 
items 1, 2, 3 and 4 form a cluster. Items 4, 5, 6, 7 and 
8 also form a cluster, but item 4 has a higher factor loading 
hath factor 2, 1.6€.,political tefficacy, and it should, there- 
fore, be placed in that group. Item 8 is low, but its high- 
est factor loading is with factor 1, i.e. sense of citizen 
duty, and it can, therefore, be justifiably placed with 
items 5, 6 and 7. 

Varimax factor loadings are determined by the matrix 
multiplication of the unrotated factor eee a transforn- 
ation matrix. This determines the rotation of the axis 
(3, Pe 39). The unrotated factor loadings are included in 
Appendix B. 


2. This program is listed as FA 1000, Division of 
Educational Research, University of Alberta (August, 1965). 
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Figure 2 shows the axis rotation and the item cluster. 
When studying figure 2; one sees the relatively close cluster 
for,items 2, 3 and 4, with item 1 being some distance from 
these. Similarly, items 5, 6. end ? form a close cluster 
with item 8 being separated, but still sufficiently close to 


the other three to justify being included with them. 


Unrotated 
Axis II 


Figure 2 
Axis Rotation and Item Cluster 
Factor scores were determined for each individual 
student in the sample, using a mean score of 50 ith a 
standard deviation of 10. The possible range of scores was 


from 0 to 100. These scores were punched on cards for each 
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52 
individual student. This entire operation was again per- 
formed by @ computer program, developed for the 7040 T.B.M. 
computer. The factor scores were accepted measures of 


political efficacy and sense of citizen duty. 


Test of Correlation Between the Two Scales 


The two attitude measures, political efficacy and 
sense of citizen duty, after being scaled by two different 
methods, were further tested for the correlation between the 
two scales. This was made possible by the use of a computer 
program", The correlation between the Guttman scale and the 
factor score scale for political efficacy was 0.7302, and 
the correlation for sense of citizen duty wes 0.8063. Cor- 
relations of this nature indicate a high relationship or 


association. These correlations are summarized in Table VI. 
V. STATISTICAL TECHNIQUE 


One-Way Analysis of Veriance 
Ferguson lists three assumptions for using one-way 
analysis of variance. 


1. The distributions of the variables in the popula- 
tions from which the samples are drawn are normal. 


2. The variances in the populations from which the 
samples are drawn, are assumed to be equal. 


~ 3. Program FS100, (August, 1965) Division of 
Educational Research, University of Alberta. 


4, Progrem Reg. 100, (May, 1966) Division of 
Educational Kesearch, University of Alberta. 
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54 
as rrne effects of various factors on the total 
variation are additive (1, p. 294). 

Analysis of variance is a method for dividing the 
variation observed in experimental data into different parts, 
each part assignable to a known source cause or factor. The 
particular technology was developed by R. A. Fisher, and 
reported by him in 1923. In its simplest form, the analysis 
of variance is used to test the significance of the differ- 
ence between the means of a number of different samples. 

The null hypothesis is formulated that the samples 
are drawn from populations having the same mean. If the 
variation cannot reasonably be attributed to sampling error, 
the null hypothesis is rejected, and the alternative 
hypothesis is accepted. 

The Lap CES of the test is given as an F ratio. 

A large F ratio is taken as evidence that the null hypothesis 
should be rejected and a ratio, which is near unity, indi- 
cates that the null hypothesis should be accepted. Ferguson's 
F ratio tables were used (1, pp. 408-411). 

One-way are elie of variance tests for this.study 
were calculated by a Division of Educational Research 
Computer Program” with slight modifications necessary for 
the purposes of this specific study. | 


A number of variables,which were thought to effect 


3, Progrem AV1002 (November, 1965), Division of 
Educational Research, University of Alberta. 
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political efficacy or sense of citizen duty, were tested 
using both the Guttman scales and the multi-factor score 
scalese This made it possible to compare results obtained 
by using both scales. On the besis of these ah hy obi it 
was decided to use the Guttman Scale Scores for the balance 


of the anelysis. This enalysis is reported in Chapter IV. 


Ivo-Way Analysis of Varience 

Two~way analysis of variance is designed to permit 
the simultaneous investigetion of two experimental variables. 
Two such variables, for example, may be the age and grade of 
the students. This type of analysis was used twice to test 


various combinations of variables. 


Chi-square 

The statistic chi-square is used in situations where 
@ comparison of observed and theoretical frequences is 
required. When the discrepancy between the two is large, 
the chi-square value is small. Chi-square may be used to 
test the representativeness of a sample where population 
values are know such as the test used in Chapter III. This 
is a suitable test for “goodness of fit." If chi-square is 
found to be a low value, one may conclude that the sample is 
not biased and may be considered a random sample (1, pp. 191- 
196). 


A freauent application of chi-square occurs in this 
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56 
study where the data are comprised of paired observations 
Peetro nominal variables. The paired observations are 
entered in a bivariate frequency table and are spoken of as 
Dee necncy tables. They are meen Ss study the independence 
or association of the two variables. For example, in this 
study, the association or independence of sense of citizen 
duty and students" sex were tested (1, pe 200). 

The data obtained for a number of items were paired 
with the Guttman scale for political efficacy and sense of 
citizen duty, and a chi-square value was obtained to test. 
for dependence. Percentage tables were also obtained to 
assist in the mtarnretewon of the chi-square value. The 
CROS 1 computer program was used for this part of the 
enalysis®, This program provides a chi-square table, a 
percentage by rows table, and @ percentage by columns table. 


The results of these tests are reported in Chapter V. 


VI. SUMMARY 


Chapter III has described the instrument used in the 
study. A chi-square test comparing the population frequen- 
cies on the Home Index Scale with those of the sample, 
failed to indicate a bias. The procedure for Guttman 


scaling and for factor score scales was also included with a- 


6. CROS 1 - Cross Classification with Subdivisions. 
Frequency Tables and Measures of Association. (undated), 
Division of Educational HKesearch, University of Alberta. 
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correlation between the. two scaling methods. 

Correlations of .7302 and .8062 for political efficacy 
and sense of citizen duty scales respectively, were con- 
sidered to be very high. 

The analysis of the data, first by one-way analysis 
of veriance and secondly by chi-square tests of independence 


are reported in Chapters IV and V. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA: DEMOGRAPHIC AND ACTIVITY VARIABLES 
AS RELATED TO POLITICAL EFFICACY AND SENSE 
OF CITIZEN DUTY AND A COMPARISON 
BETWEEN TWO SCALING 

In the previous chapter the two attitudinal dimen- 
sions termed "political efficacy" and teense or citizen duty" 
as measured by the two scales used in this study, have been 
established by two statistical treatments. On the basis of 
.the high correlation between the two procedures to determine 
each scale, we can express our confidence in the unidimen- 
Sionality of each measure and the consistency of each method 
of scaling. However, in this chapter, the analysis of the 
two independent variables as they relate to such variables 
as age, grade, school achievement and school participation 
will be conducted using both the factor scale scoves and 
the Guttman scale scores. This procedure will further 


assist in validating the two scaling methods. 


Age and Grade Relationship with Students' Political Attitudes 
a re ER to hypothesize a high correlation 

between age and grade. The older a student is, the higher 

is his grade. It should, therefore, be natural to expect 

Similar results when tests of significance are made upon 

political efficacy or sense of citizen duty using age or 

gerade as the variable. 


Tables Villa and VIIb show that this is not the case. 
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62 
In Table Vila, the sample is divided into three grade groups. 
A one~way analysis of variance test was used to determine the 
means for political efficacy and sense of oat deen duty on 
the basis of Guttman scales. Significant tests were obtained 
for political efficacy, but not for sense of citizen duty. 
Chi-square test resulta agreed with the one-way analysis of 
variance results. 

When the students were grouped according to age, sig- 
nificant mean differences were obtained for sense of citizen 
ois on both the Guttman and factor score scales, but there 
was not a significant difference in means on the political 
efficacy scale. Chi-square tests did not give the same 
results. Values were significant for political efficacy, 
but not for sense of citizen duty. 

To pursue this further, it was decided to perform a 
two-way analysis of variance test involving age and grade 
as variables and the meens based upon each of the attitude 
scales. Tables VIIIa and VIIIb summarize the results of 
these tests. 

Difrerences in the means of the rows result from 
differences in grade. Differences in the means of the 
columns rest t from differences in age. Table Ville shows 
how political efficacy scores increase with grade and de- 
crease with age when taken within grades. Younger students 


in grade ten score highest, but intercell means drop as 
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grade ten students increase in age. There is a slight 

- increase in political efficacy scores for grade ten students, 
who are eighteen years or older. The PBA ce political 
efficacy mean scores is particularly ra dent for grade eleven 
students as they increase in age. Score means for the ae 
groups in grade twe Due are quite steady. 

It is not the purpose of this study to determine why 
these results have occurred. However, oe may conjecture 
that the potential dropouts are clustered in the grade 
eleven older age groups. The older grade ten students show 
en increase in both political efficacy and sense of citizen 
duty. Is this because these students are registered in 
terminal, non-academic classes and are being given assign- 
ments which they are able to handle? Do the mean scores of 
the grade twelve age groups remain steady and high because 
they form the apex of the student social hierarchy, or is 
it mainly that they can see that their goal of graduating 
from high school is about to be realized? Certainly, these 
findings open an area for further research. 

Tables Villa and VIIIb show similar trends in both 
the political attitudes being tested. Figures ZG > Bep.e & 
one in visuelizing these trends. Each shows how the younger 
age groups in grades ten and eleven feel the most efficacious 


and express a stronger feeling of citizen responsibility. 


- 


aa / va} ‘ 
 Sdyt fe A al stent 88 at ; 
eA tts Suse oot S bara ashe aeeogR, ue 


adigtlog af seseto ah oft “050 ~~ | es vt 
fevefa sharia Tot toatbve act nk | 

sge alt rot aeom-araee sone itt 

| | ebsites odtup ots laps a! 

vite Serigristab ed “onde abit, to sRogeyg ont sh 

stutoet 108 “YRt ero tavexolt alain 

aad ret Sorcot ena, St stooeerh: i 


ods sdvebedn wet atere wrebio ont peat 
woe lito to) anita firs yoso thts: faa tsifoq sted. 
tt basa yest sce" dereasern: scent” “ey 

ve asdats nants gated ota avis deanaibe ‘© laet 
to zetoom «tsanr) sid “od torbaas ot aide ets 
syusced dadd bins ybpede tenet bestitiad ons § 
at to ,wloreetd fetoon: agenda nine: 
nit ausiag te fa0g xtent. ess ad: . 
saat 4X biialinat wenn of beats ib 
ited int” mbusaa states 
tataes ¢ bike 2 aamigtt 
tagitioy add “od ait 
ebotose tYts Foam ott 


od LENS ieghes ” 
es e ag 
a) Meee 


66 


2.30- 
220- 
2-10- 
2.00- 
1.90- 


1.80- 


1.70- 


ao 0 » 


Political Efficacy Mean Scores 


1.50 : tenn cramer Bere a ree ener 
14 15 16 17 18 Age 
Figure 3 


Relationship Between Age Within Grades 
and Political Efficacy 


Figure 3 clearly indicates the decrease in political 
efficacy within grades ten and eleven as the students in- 
crease in age. The maximum mean score for grade twelve is 
reached at age sixteen, but one must realize that there are 
few fifteen year olds in grade twelve. Keeping this in mind, 
one can say that there appears to be a slight decrease in the 
political efficacy attitude of grade twelve students as one 
moves from the younger to the older age groups. 

Figure 4, on the other hand, shows how the sense of 


citizen duty attitude remains steady throughout the grade 
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twelve age groups. The pronounced decline in attitude is 
again evident for the grade ten and eleven age groups. One 
must also notice the high attitude score of the. grade ten 


eighteen year old group over the grade ten seventeen year 


old group. 
ee 
2e00= 0%, 
LO 
® 2h Ne 
* e 0-. . vy 
9 \ 
a &: ba 
= 2220- 
w \ 
2 \ 
\ 
P> 2.00 
= \ Grade XII 
A ecooececeegesecoecceosoe! 
Si 
© 1.80 
wi 
a) 
om. 60- 
44 
re) 
uG 
1.40- 
® Seine ms . 
a Liviee esos cae OmemmenL Age 


Figure 4 


Relationship Between Age Within Grades 
and Sense of Citizen Duty 


From both figures ,we might generalize that there is 
much greater variability in both political attitudes in 
grades ten and eleven than in grade twelve, Apparently, the 
attitudes of students stabilize at the grade twelve level, 


regardless of age; whereas, the political attitudes of 
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students in grades ten and eleven vary considerably depend- 


ing upon the age of the students. 


iation aship Between Parents" Education and Students" 
litical Attitudes 


‘Re 
iol 
The mothers and fathers of the students were hisses 
ified according to education level attained. One-way 
analysis of variance tests based upon Guttman scales of 
political efficacy and sense of citizen duty, as well as 
upon factor analysis score scales for each attitude were 
applied. The relationship of the fathers’ education to the 
students' political attitudes was tested separately from 
the mothers education level. All the tests taken were 
highly significant. As the parents level of education 
increased, the mean of the measure of the attitudes of the 
students increased on both of the scaling systems. The 
BeAdi dei on may, therefore, be made that students whose 
parents are well educated tend to feel more politically 
efficacious and tend to express a more positive feeling of 
citizenship responsibility than do students whose parents 
ere not as well educated. Educated parents may tend to ae 
more active in voluntary organizations as more demands are 
made upon them. In fact, a 1962 study made by Murray 
Hausknecht makes mention that those who have a high educa- 
tional level join voluntary organizations (24, pp. 16-17). 
They are involved in the politics of these organizations 


and this, in turn, results in the development of positive 
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political attitudes. Such attitudes are, in turn, more 
nikely to be adopted and expressed by the children living 
in these homes. . | 

When donb ie the results based upon the Guttman 
scales with those based upon the factor analysis score 
scales, it is noticed that the F ratios are higher for the 
Guttman scales. However, the significance of the F ratios 
is so great in every case that this does not affect the 
results. Chi-square tests were also highly significant. 
Tables IXa and IXb provide a summary of the tests,which 
have been discussed in this section. These particular 
tables also give a good Ritcsersron of the high correlation 
between the Guttman scale and the factor score scale. As 
the means of the various groups increase on one scale, there 
is a corresponding increase on the other. This gives further 
validity to the high relationship between the two scales. 


Relationship Between School Achievement and Political 
Attitudes 


A test was applied to establish whether there was 
any relationship between school achievement and expressed 
political attitudes. Students were grouped according to 
Met evenent. In the sample, seventeen students obtained an 
average of 39 or less, one hundred eighty students averaged 
between 40 and “9, one thousand two hundred fourteen students 


in the preceding year averaged between 50 and 64, eight 
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72 
hundred thirty five students averaged between 65 and 79 and | 
one hundred eighty six obtained an average mark of 80 or 
better. These frequencies are provided in Table X along 
with the results of the tests that were carried out on these 
data. 

F ratios, using both the Guttman and factor score 
scales, were highly significant. That is, there are signifi- 
cant mean differences in student political attitudes when 
one compares different levels of achievement. Chi-square 
tests were also highly significant. These chi-square tests 
were based only upon the Guttman scales. The similarity of 
the values is worthy of noting. For political efficacy, the 
Guttman scale produced an F value of 28.71 and the factor 
score scale produced a value of 27.88. For sense of citizen 
duty, the Guttman scale produced an F value of 11.32 and the 
value on the factor score scale was 11.61. The close 
similarity of F ratios further indicates the consistency 
between the two scaling methods. The correlation between 
the means on the Guttman score scale and the factor score 
scale should again be noted. Without exception, the means 
increase on both scales as achievement levels increase, 


again reinforcing the validity of the scaling techniques. 


Participation in Student Government and Political Attitudes 
Students were asked whether they had been elected to 


any school position this year or last year. To this 
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question, 552 students responded "yes", and the remaining 
1,879 answered "noe" Once again, the tests as reported in 
Tables XIa and XIb based upon the political efficacy scale 
and the sense of citizen duty scale were highly significant. 
The students who had been elected or who presently held an 
elected position expressed the more positive attitudes. 

The students were then asked. what type of an elected 
position they held in the school? In this case, 2,045 
students replied that they held none, 48 held an office of 
president or vice-president, 34 held the office of secretary 
or treasurer, 80 were a committee representative and 225 Held 
some other position. Once again, the one-way analysis tests 
indicated a very significant difference among the means. 
Those,who held positions at the time of the study,felt more 
efficacious,politically. They also showed higher citizenship 
responsibility. Chi-square tests were highly significant. 


Table XIb presents a summary of the data. 


Relationship Between Participation in Other Activities and 


meee 


Political Attitudes 

| High school students may be grouped according to 
their participation in extracurricular activities. When 
they were asked how many activities they participated in, 
1,173 indicated that they participated in none, which 
represented nearly one-half of the sample. This is consider- 


ably better than Kratzmann's finding which indicated that 
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is 
approximately two-thirds of the students of his sample did. 
not participate (5, p. 90). The remaining students were 
grouped according to the extent of their participation. Of 
these, 630 indicated that they participated in one activity, 
349 participated in two activities, 175 participated in 
three activities and 105 students took pert in four or more 
activities. The tests for significant differences between 
_the means of the various groups again were highly significant. 
Those students who participated in extracurricular activities 
indicated a feeling of greater political efficacy and a 
greater sense of citizenship responsibility. A summary of 
tests taken in relation to extracurricular activities is 
given in Table Xila. 

It is possible that students may not be exceedingly © 
active in extracurricular activities because they are active 
in organized activities outside of the school. When ques- 
tioned about this, 849 students indicated that they did not 
participate in any out-of-school activities, 675 participated 
in one activity, 511 participated in two activities, 215 
participated in three and 182 took part in four or more. 

| The F ratios obtained in Table XIIb are again highly 
significant, as are the chi-square tests. The active 
student is likely to feel the most politically efficacious 
and the most responsible as a citizen. The study did not 


attempt to determine whether those students who were active 
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80 
in out-of-school organized activities tended to be the same 
students who were active in school activities. Pursuing an 
answer to this could well be 2 part of another study. 
Relationship Between Socio-Economic Status and Students' 
Political Attitudes 

A modified version of Gough's Home Index Scale was 
used to determine the socio-economic status of the students. 
The scale consists of twenty items concerned with the 
acquisition of material goods, family ABavee end the level 
of education which the parents have attained. For each 
affirmative answer, the student is given a score of one, 
thus making a score of twenty the maximum, 

The scale has been successfully used in two previous 
Alberta studies, one by Elley (2) and the other by Greenfield 
(3). Reference has already been made to these studies in 
Chapter I. 

The score obtained on the scale placed each student 
in one of five groups. Scores ranging from zero to eight 
formed the lowest socio-economic group with a total of 382 
students. Range nine to ten formed the next group and 42) 
students fitted into this bracket. The middle group con- 
tained 839 students and the range was from eleven to 
thirteen. Students,who obtained a score of fourteen or 
fifteen,formed the fourth group and this accounted for 


another "29. The highest socio-economic group contained 
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81 
361 students and their scores ranged from sixteen to twenty. 
This distribution which is given in Table XIIIa, along with 
the related data, resembled that of a normal curve. 

One-way analysis of variance tests and chi-square 
tests were again highly significant. Those students, whose 
homes contain a number of material things and whose parents 
are well educated, tend to score highest on the political 
efficacy and sense of citizen duty scales. 

The Gough Home Index Scale does not contain an item 
Which is directly related Coston y income. Students were, 
therefore, cetegzorized into five groups according to the 
family income as indicated by the students. Again, the 
students who come from higner theathe homes showed tHe 
Eeatent degree of political responsibility on both dimen- 
Sions. The F ratios and the chi-squere tests were highly 
Significant. Table XIIIb summarizes the statistical data 
which is related to family income. 

Tables XIIIa and XIIIb again point out the consist- 
ency between the Guttman score scale and the factor score 
scale. As the socio-economic status of the students increases, 
the means on both scales also increase. Because this con- 
sistency has been evident throughout the tests taken to this 
point, only the Guttman score scale will be used for chi- 


square tests of independence for the remainder of the study. 
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‘SUMMARY 


The report given in this chapter has served two 
purposes. One is that the comparison between the Guttman 
score scale and the factor score scale strengthens the 
validity of the attitude scales which are used in the study. 
The results on the basis of both scales are consistently 
Similar. It is for this reason that the analysis in Chapter 
Vis based only upon the Guttman scaore scale, 

The second purpose which the analysis has served is 
that it is now possible to give a description of the high 
school citizen who has a highly positive attitude toward 
the political system of his school. This student will tend 
to be young for his grade, hold an executive position in 
the students' government, be active in organizations out- 
side of school, come from a higher socio-economic class 


home and have parents who are well educated. 
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CHAPTER V 


ANALYSIS OF DATA: BEHAVIOURAL AND OTHER ATTITUDINAL 
VARIABLES AS RELATED TO POLITICAL EFFICACY 
AND SENSE OF CITIZEN DUTY 

This chapter contains a report on the relationship 
between the two political attitudes,"political efficacy" and 
"Sense of citizen duty," end other student attitudes which 
could be classed eas mainly behavioural. As stated in 
Chapter IV, the decision was made to use only the Guttmen 
scale scores as measures of the political attitudes. This 
is justifiable because of the proven consistency between 
these scales and the factor score scales. 

In the previous chapter, tests of significance were 
made using one-way analysis of variance and the chi-square 
technique. Again, the significance of test results, when 
comparing the two techniques, were consistent. On this 
basis, the use of chi-square tests of significance is deemed 


satisfactory for the purposes of this part of the study. 


Relationship Between Students Sex and Their Political 
Attitudes 


Tables XIVa and XIVb provide a summary of the dis- 
tribution of boys and girls on the Guttman scales for 
political efficacy and sense of citizen duty. The sample 
of 2,432 students was almost evenly divided between 1,213 


boys and 1,219 girls. Boys scored lower than girls on both 
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political attitude scales. Chi-square values of 23.34 on 
che political efficacy scale and 46.23 on the sense of 
citizen duty scale are significant at greater than the 
~0O1 level. 

The percentages were included in all of the distri- 
bution tables of this chupten “as these enable one to te. a 
directional interpretation to the significant chi-square 
tests. Scores of 0 or 1 on the scales were considered to be 
low and scores of 3 or 4 were considered to be high. 

On the political efficacy scale, 36.7 percent of the 
boys and 28 percent of the girls scored low. On the other 
hand, 31.3 percent of the boys and” 37.39 percent of the girls 
scored high. These differences indicate that girls are more 
politically efficacious than boys. 

It is possible to reach the ane type of conclusion 
when the percentage distributions on the sense of citizen 
duty scale is analyzed. That girls have a greater sense of 
citizen duty than boys is evident in that 35.9 percent of 
the boys scored low in comparison with 26.8 percent of the 
girls, while 43.7 percent of the girls scored high in 
Sondeaison with 31.6 percent of the boys. 

Other distributions support the statement that girls 
are more active than boys in the high school BOI cat system. 
In fact, girls outnumbered the boys in every category in 


VaBpre'es of participation in extracurricular activity. Girls 
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held over one hundred more elected positions than boys in 
@ period of two years. With respect to elected serene 
presently held, there were twenty-five male presidents and 
vice-presidents, as compared with twenty-three females, but 
the girls outnumbered the boys in every other category by a 
considerable margin. | 

These data, therefore, show that Edmonton high schools 
are really a female world, politically, and this is probably 
true for other Canadian high schools. Supporting this is 
the study made by Hemphill and Holdaway (4) as well as 
MacLeod's study (5). 

However, this is opposite to Campbell's research 
findings in relation to the adult society of the United 
States in 1954. Campbell pointed out thet the male popula- 
tion was more vive edienmene played a more prominent role 
in politics than did the female population (1, p. 70). Men 
are also more inclined than women to feel that the average 
citizen can make his influence felt upon governmental 
Pomey= (TV epys1919. 

Relationship Between Church Attendance and Students’ 
Political Attitudes 

The students were asked to reply to the question, 
have you joined or do you intend to join a church? A chi- 
square of 14.69 for political efficacy is significant at 


&reater than the .01 level. When the sense of citizen duty 
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‘scale was used, a chi-square of 30.32 was obtained and this 
is also significant at greater than the .01 level. Tables 
XVa and XVb provide 5 summary of the distribution of scores 
on the political efficacy and sense of citizen duty scales. 

if one looks at the percentages given in the tables, 
it is seen that 35.9 percent of those who answered tivegt 
scored high on the political efficacy scale, While’ 32 percent 
of those who answered "no" obtained a high score. On the | 
other hand, 29 percent of those answering "yes" scored low, 
while 36.4 percent of those answering "no" scored low. These 
statistics enable one to state that those students, who have 
jointed, or who intend to join a church, feel more politi- 
cally efficacious than those students who appear to be 
uninterested in attending church. 

Similar results were obtained when data based upon 
the sense of citizen duty scale were studied. Of those who 
answered “yes", 40.9 percent of the students scored high 
end 27.5 percent scored low. On the other hand, 33 percent 
of the students who answered "no" scored high and 37 percent 
weeted low. Students who are interested in church and 
Pel eton have a stronger feeling of citizen responsibility. 

‘Havighurst reported that girls are more active in 
rch than boys. Teenagers, who are active in cHarch activ-~ 


ities, tend to come from high socio-economic status homes. 
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They enjoy academic success, and obtain higher adjustment 
scores. He concludes by inferring that the church co- 
operates with the school and home to help the most success- 
ful boys and girls to grow up well (3, pp. 91-95). 

The findings of this study have been such as to 
support Havighurst's conclusion. We have already obtained 
statistical support which shows that students from high 
socio-economic status homes, and who enjoy academic achieve- 
ment tend to score high on political attitude scales. The 
fact that he has apparently adjusted well to his role as a 
student results in his participation within other social 
groups, such as church groups, and he has a positive atti- 
tude towerd these Re atieationa. The poor achiever is a 
Mustie «in hisiischool and also in other community organ- 
izations. 

Relationship Between a Student's Popularity and Political 

A number of items were included in the questionnaire 
which would test. students! popularity or students! aspira- 
tions toward being popular. One such item asked the students 
meeeclect what they thought was most important in making a 
boy popular with the girls in their particular school. 
Tables XVIa and XVIb provide a summary of the pe ARES 

A choice Was given between having a nice car, 


obtaining high grades, being an athletic star, or being in 
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a 
the leading crowd. Of those students who thought that 
“owning a nice car" was the most important factor, 41.9 per- 
cent scored low on the political efficacy scale and 23.9 
percent scored high. This group scored lowest on the scale 
and were, therefore, the least efficacious politically and 
also had the lowest sense of citizen duty. Those students 
who selected "being an athletic star" as the most important 
Single item, scored highest on the political efficacy scale 
with 27.6 percent having scored low end 35.9 percent scoring 
Fa BAS Those students who selected “being e member of the 
Pesatae crowd", as the most important factor for a boy to be 
popular with the girls, fit in between these other two 
groups with 31.6 percent having scored low and 36.1 percent 
scoring high. A chi-square value of 28.27 is significant 
beyond the .01 level. | 

When the same item was tested with the sense of 
citizen duty scale, 43.1 percent of the 306 students who 
rate “a nice car" as the important factor, scored low and 
30.4 percent scored high. The most highly responsible group 
appeared to be those who rated "being an athletic star" as 
most important. The percentage of this group scoring high 
was 45.6 percent and 23.6 percent scored low. A chi-square 
value of 44.59 is highly significant. 


A further analysis of popularity was made by asking 


the students whether or not they felt they were a part of 
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98 
the leading crowd. The responses were such that 591 students 
believed that they were, and 1,841 students replied that they 
were not. 

| A summary of the data related to this item is provided 

in Tables XVilIa and XVIIb. When using the political efficacy 
scale, a chi-square value of 6.1 is not significant, but 
-When the sense of citizen duty scale was used an obtained 
chi-square of 10.85 is significant at the .05 level. Of 
those who felt they fare a part of the Vases ne crowd, 27.4 
per dent scored low and 40.8 percent scored high on the sense 
of citizen duty scale. A directional difference can be 
detected as 32.6 percent of the "out" group scored low and 
36.7 percent scored high. This indicates that those,who are 
members of the leading crowd,feel a greater sense of civic 
responsibility. These are probably the students who are in 
a position to influence change. 

Another item which may measure "yopularity" was the 
question, what is the major characteristic necessary to be 
a member of the leading crowd? Students could choose: good 
looks, friendliness, academic excellence, money and athletic 
ability. Tables XVIIIa and XVIIIb provide a summary of 
related data and of chi-square tests. 

The students felt that "friendliness" was the key to 
becoming a member of the leading crowd as 1,264 members made 


this choice,which represents one-half of the sample. Along 
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103 
with this, 593 students chose "good looks," 328 chose "money," 
183 chose “athletic ability" and only 64 chose "academic 
excellence." 

A chi-square value of 33.81 based upon the political 
efficacy scale is significant at the .01 level. The group 
of students who scored highest on the scale was that one 
choosing "athletic ability." The students who scored lowest 
selected "money" as the means to be in the leading crowd. 

The sample failed to produce a significant test when the 
sense of citizen duty scale was used. 

Students were also asked the question, if you could 
be remembered here at school for one of the things listed 
below, which one would you want it to be? The responses 
were: outstanding student, athletic star, and the most 
popular. This time the students favored “outstanding 
student," with 43.8 percent of the sample making this choice. 
Students would rather be remembered as having been "inost 
popular" than having been an “athletic star." Those students 
who would like to be remembered most for having been an 
"outstanding student" scored highest on the political effi- 
cacy scale and on the sense of citizen duty scale. Chi- 
square tests were significant beyond the .01 level on both 
scales. Tables XIXa and XIXb SPaeevey a summary of the data. 

If a. student chooses to be outstanding in his academic 


work, it appears that he may have to forego being popular and 
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being a member of the leading crowd. At least, being an 
outstanding Peadent by no means guarantees that one will be 
popular or that one will be a member of the leading crowd. 
It is likely that many students would forego being an out- 
standing student in order to be popular with their peer 
group, even though they would like to be remembered as 
outstanding students. These students still scored high on 
the two political attitude scales. 

Relationship Between Students’ Attitude Toward Parents 
Peer Group, Teachers, School and Political Attitudes 

A number of items of the questionnaire could be 
grouped as @ measure of student attitudes toward their 
parents, their teachers and school and their own peer 
group. Chi-square tests were used to relate these to the 
political attitude scales. 

Students were asked which one of these would be 
hardest to take: parents’ disapproval, teachers’ dis- 
approval, or breaking with a friend? Tables XXa and XXb 
summarize the data obtained in relation to this item. It 
is important to note that there was practically an even 
division in choice between "parents' disapproval" and 
"breaking with a friend," while few selected "teachers' 
disapproval." Chi-square tests using both political atti- 
tude scales, failed to produce a value which would indicate 


Significance. This was one of the few items that failed to 
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produce a significant test. 

Tables XXla and XXIb provide a summary of the data 
related to the question, which items below fit most of the 
teachers at your school? Approximately one-fifth of the 
students had a rather negative attitude toward their 
teachers. They indicated that teachers were not interested 
in teenagers. On the other hand, two-fifths of the sample 
indicated that teachers did understand student problems, and 
that they were of assistance. Almost as many felt that their 
teachers were willing to help, but that they did not under- 
stend the problems of the teenage ono The students who 
indicated a negative attitude in this respect scored lowest 
on both the political efficacy and sense of citizen duty 
scales. Those with the more positive attitudes toward their 
teachers, scored highest on the two political scales. Chi- 
square values of 68.83 on the political efficacy scale and 
4.92 on the sense of citizen duty scale are both signifi- 
cant. 

The students were also asked the following question, 
among the things you strive for during your high school days, 
which of the following is most important to you? Their 
responses were: pleasing your parents, learning as much as 
possible in school, living up to, your religious ideals, 
being accepted and liked by other students, and pleasing 


the teacher. Tables XXIIa and XXIIb provide a summary of 
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the data related to this item. 

It is consistent with earlier results that 1,086, or 
44.7 percent of the sample, selected "being accepted and 
liked by the other students." An encovraging 31.6 percent 
selected "learning as much as possible in school." Only 
-06 percent of the student sample felt that "pleasing the 
teacher" was the most important thing. 

Those students who selected "maximum learning" as 
the most important item, scored highest on the political 
efficacy scale. The least politically efficacious group 
were those students who selected "pleasing parents." 

The results based upon the sense of citizen duty 
scale are similar to those based upon the political effi- 
cacy scale. Chi-square values of 36.13 for the political 
efficacy scale end 34.99 for the sense of citizen duty 
scale are significant. 

Again, the forces acting upon students is indicated 
by their responses to this item. The most frequent choice 
was "being accepted and liked by other students." This 
would also indicate that students want to be popular, and 
that they want to be a member of the leading crowd. They 
are idealistic in wanting to learn as much as possible in 
school, but this tends to take second place to whatever 


action they feel they must take in order to be accepted by 


their peer group. 
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Students were then asked if they considered their 
school experiences to be satisfactory. Tables XXIIIa anda 
~XXITTb provide a summary of the data that was collected on 
this item. According to this data, 86.2 percent of the 
student semple were satisfied with their school experiences. 
The remaining 13.8 percent indicated that they were not 
completely satisfied. Those,who indicated satisfaction, ~ 
scored highest on both the political efficacy and the sense 
of citizen duty scales. Highly significant values of chi- 
Square were obtained for both scales. It is interesting 
that so many students claim to be quite satisfied with 
their school experiences, yet they still complained about 
their teachers! lack of understanding. 

A possible explanation for this phenomenon he eenat 
students ones A the teachers’ lack of understanding as 
one aspect of school life which they must learn to tolerate. 
This lack of understanding is a universal situation between 
all adults and adolescents. 


net ee 


Attitudes 

Teachers who oe counselled grade nine students in 
city schools are well aware of the common answer to the 
question, what do you intend to'do when you have completed 


your high school education? No matter what the student's 


ability is, there is a good chance that his answer will be 
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that he expects to go to university. If this is really 
their ambition, a low percentage of the group actually succeed 
in realizing their objectives. Cheal reported that eleven 
percent of all young people in canenet With ages ranging from 
eighteen to twenty-one, were enrolled in universities in 
1960 (2, p. 44). 

When the students in the sample were asked to in@agate 
the level of education they expect to have attained ten years 
from now, their idealistic tendencies were also borne out. 
Tables xXIVa and XX1Vb provide a summary of the data related 
to this item. 

When using the political efficacy scale, those who 
expected to obtain a professional degree scored highest. 
Those students who did not expect to graduate from high 
school or who named this as the upper limits of their educa- 


tional aspirations scored lowest. The majority (51.3 per- 


cent) of the students who did not intend to finish high school - © 


scored low on the political efficacy scale, 39.8 percent of 
those who hoped to graduate from high school scored low 

but only 22.5 percent of ees who hoped to obtain a 
university degree fell into the same range. On the other 
hand, DOs 2 percent. of those aspiring to obtain a professional 
degree scored high and only 24.8 percent of those aspiring TO. 
graduate fiom high school scored high. A chi-square value of 


160.96 is highly significant statistically. 
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The results obtained when using the sense of citizen 
duty scale are similar. Students,expecting to obtain a 
university degree and those aspiring toward a professional 
degree,scored highest. Those students ,who felt that they 
would not complete high school,again scored lowest. A chi- 
square value of 86.5 is highly significant. 

In conclusion to the discussion of this item, it is 
possible to state that as the students! level of educationsl 
aspirations increased, they felt increasingly politically 
efficacious and increasingly responsible as a citizen. 

The students were also asked what they expected their 
yearly income would be ten years from now. Tables XXVa and 
XXVb provide a summary of these responses. Approximately 
10 percent of the students expected to be earning more than 
twelve thousand dollars, 20 percent expected to be earning 
between nine and twelve thousand dollars, and another /40 
percent expected to be earning between six and nine thousand 
dollars. The remaining 32 percent expected to earn less 
than six thousand dollars. Those students choosing the nine 
to Pea thousand dollar range scored highest on the 
political efficacy scale. 

“A chi-square value of 44.1 is significant beyond the 
.0Ol1 level. Similar results were obtained when the sense of 
citizen duty scale was used. A chi-square of 2938 1s 


Significant at the .02 level. 
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The students were asked which characteristics they 
considered to be most important for success in life. The 
respondents chose from money, athletics, personality, 
academic achievement or friendliness. A summary of the 
responses related to this item appears in Tables XXVIa and 
XXVIb. Those students ,who selected "money" as being the 
most important factor for success, rated lowest on the 
political efficacy scale. Students,who selected "personal- 
ity" in. response to the question, rated highest on the 
political efficacy scale. Their score was only slightly 
different from those students who had selected "friendliness," 
or "academic achievement." A chi-square value of 35.3 is 
Paeriy Significant. 

When the sense of citizen duty scale was used, those 
who chose “money" again scored lowest. Students,who chose 
"friendliness" scored highest, but again, those who had 
chosen “academic achievement" or "personality" also scored 
high. A chi-square value of 42.7 is highly significant. 

In summing up this study of students! aspirations to 
the future, it appears that they may be divided into three 
categories. There is a group of students who feel that 
personality, high achievement, and friendliness are the key 
to success and these score high on both political attitude 
scales. Students feel that athletics is of no importance to 


future success. The group of students who feel that "money" 
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assures success in society are the least politically effi- 
cacious and lack a sense of citizen due: 

Relationship Between After-School Activities and Students’ 
Political Attitudes 

A number of items in the questionnaire were intended 
to provide information about students’ after-school activi- 
ties. Students were asked for information related to time 
spent doing homework every night; time spent watching 
televisions; how many nights per week they were out with the 
gang; and how often they attended school activities such as 
basketball games. 

Time spent in doing homework was divided into five 
categories. These were: none, less than one hour, one to 
two hours, two to three hours, and three or more hours. 
Tables XXVIila and XXVIIb provide a summary of data related 
to this item. Approximately 16 percent claimed that they 
did more than two hours of homework five nights a week and 
42.5 percent said that they did one to two hours of home- 
work per night. The 332 students,who claimed to do no 
homework ,made . up 13.7 percent of the sample. 

A chi-square value of 91.0, when using the political 
efficacy scale, is highly significant. Those students,who 
spent. three or more hours per weekday doing homework, scored 
highest on the scale. The students' political efficacy score 
tended to decrease as the time spent doing homework decreased. 


The sense of citizen duty scale produced similar results. 
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The obtained chi-square value of 97.2 is significant well 
beyond the .01 level. 

The high correlations,as indicated by the chi-square 
values between amount of homework and a feeling of political 
efficacy, indicates that those students who feel very re- 
sponsible toward their studies also feel integrated in their 
schools and that their actions can be effective. They also 
have a sense of civic responsibility. 

There are many attractions which lure students from 
their home studies. . One which has caused some concern to 
teachers and parents is television. The students were asked 
how much time they spent watching television on a weekday. 
The possible responses, were the same as the question per- 
taining to time spent on doing homework. Tables XXVIIIla 
and XXVIIIb summarize the elicited responses to this item. 
Approximately 33 percent of the students never watched 
teievision or they watched it less than one hour per day, 
while 12 percent spent at least three hours per day watching 
programs, apparently without much discrimination as to what 
the program happened to be. Two-thirds of the student body 
watched television at least one hour per day. 

An inverse relationship was found between political 
efficacy and the amount of time students watch television. 
Those students who seldom watch television tend to score 


highest on the political efficacy scale, and students who 
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Spend considerable time watching television tend to score 
low on the scale. 

From table XXVIIIa it can be seen that of those 
wtidents who claim that they seldom watch television, 45.2 
percent scored high on the seaikigtal axel efficacy scales; of those 
who watch less than one hour per day, 42.9 percent scored 
high; of those who watch television one to two hours per day 
only, 33-3 percent scored nien: Only 26.2 percent of those 
who watched television between two and three hours per day 
scored Wish: The television "addicts" who watch television 
at least three hours per day, scored lowest with only 23.9 
percent falling into the high category. The chi-square 
value of 79.4 is highly significant 

Similar results were obtained when the sense of 
citizen duty scale seonesaitere used. A chi-square value of 
65.6 was obtained and this is highly significant. 

Shayon suggested that teenagers seek, in television, 
to satisfy baad needs. A child,whose basic needs are not 
satisfied, develops Gy ee for Violence and fantasy which 
Grives him continually to mass media, particularly television 
(7, p. 35). Schramm concluded that frustrated children tend 
to try to work out some of their aggression through tele- 
vision fantasy. Those,who have unsatisfactory relationships 
with other children their own age group, are the ones who 


seem to retain the fantasy (6, p. 120-121). Students, who 
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spend hours watching television apparently are not integrated 
with their school and their peers. This accounts for the low 


scores on the political efficacy and sense of citizen duty 


Teenagers are peer groups orientated, end as such 
want to spend all their leisure time with their peer group. 
The students were asked how many evenings they spent with 
the gang. Tables XXIXa and XXIXb provide a summary of their 
responses. A large number, 42.6 percent, of the student 
sample went out two or more times each week, and 27.9 per- 
cent indicated that hee never went out during the week. 
Those students who did not go out with the geng on weekdays, 
tended to score highest on the political efficacy scale. 

The obtained chi-square value of 35.2 is highly significant. 
Similar conclusions were aie by using the sense of citizen 
duty scale. The chi-square value of 17.17 is significant 
at the .05 level. 

Some students become very involved with school extra- 
curricular activities; others do not become involved at all. 
One popular activity is attending basketball games and this 
was chosen as a representative activity. The relationship 
between political attitudes and student attendance at 
basketball games was analyzed. Attendance was categorized 
es having attended none, less than half the games, and more 


then half the games and the responses are tabulated in 
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Tables XXXa and XXXb. More than one-half the sample indicated 
thet they hadntt attended any basketball games and only 15 
percent indicated that they attended more than half the 
games. There is:a positive relationship vetneen attendance 
and the two political attitude scales. The political effi- 
cacy scale produced a chi-square value of 50.5 and the 
sense of citizen duty scale produced a value of 72.9. Both 
of these values are highly significant. 

Again, the fact that students who attended basket- 
ball games scored high on the political efficacy and sense 
of citizen duty scale, can be interpreted as indicating that 
they have been integrated into their school's political and 
social system. They have adjusted and they are not 2 pro- 
blem to the school administrators. However, one cannot 
rejoice over the fact that over one~half of the sample had 
never attended a basketball game throughout the year. These 
students are not integrated with the school.and they may be 
a problem to the school and to the community. It is these 
students who must be especially considered by school admin- 


istrators when they are planning a school program. 
SUMMARY 


Many significant relationships were established be- 
tween the two political attitudes and the other attitudinal 


and behavioural variables. These are summarized in point 
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140 | 
form below. 

1. High School girls scored higher than boys on 
both scales. 

2. Students who showed church affiliation tended to 
score highest on both scales. 

Ps Students who thought that athletic stars were 
most populer with the girls scored highest on both 
scales. Those who would choose "having a nice car" 
scored low. 

4, Members of the leading crowd revealed a greater 
sense of civic responsibility, but did not necessarily 
reveal a feeling of political efficacy. 

5 Students who were of the opinion that money is 
amajor factor in becoming a member of the leading crowd 
scored lowest on the political efficacy scales. Those 
who chose “athletic ability" rated highest. 

6. Students who would like to be remembered for 
"academic achievement" scored high on both attitude 
scales. 

7. Students who have a positive attitude toward 
their teachers also tended to express more positive 
political attitudes than the dissatisfied student. 

- 8. Students who attempted to achieve “maximum 
learning" in school scored highest on both political 


attitude scales. 
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9. Students who intended to graduate from university 
had more positive political attitudes than students who 
did not aspire to attend university. 
| 10. Students who aspired to be "big" money earners 
scored lower than the more ponnerratire type. 

ll. Students who were of the opinion that money is a 
basic factor to success in life- scored lowest on the 
scales. Students who chose "friendliness," "personality" 
or "academic achievement" scored highest. 

12. Students who spent most time doing homework had 
more positive political attitudes. 

13. Students who spent the least time watching 
television had the ee positive political attitudes. 

14. Students who did not go out with the gang during 
week nights had the ‘tet positive political attitudes. 

15. Students who participated in extracurricular 
activities such as attending basketball games, tended to 


have more positive political attitudes. 
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CHAPTER VI 


SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER 
STUDY AND IMPLICATIONS 
The purpose of this chapter is to provide a summary 
of the study, make recommendations for further research 
when need for such has beer made evident by this study and 


to suggest certein implications for educators. 
I. SUMMARY OF THE STUDY 


Purpose 

This study attempted to prfaeciente students! politi- 
cal attitudes as they perceive their political effectiveness 
in their high school life. Two political attitudes have been 
studied; namely, “political efficacy" and “sense of citizen 
Gucye  rolitical. efficacy is defined as the feeling that 
individual action can end does have an impact upon the 
political process. Sense of citizen duty is defined as the 
feeling that one ought to participate in the political 
process. 

School administrators, teachers and other school 
personnel might benefit if this study could provide them 
with further general knowledge and understanding of the 
students with whom they are in daily contact. This would 
naturally benefit the student, the person for whom the 


school exists. 
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Procedure 
~The main hypotheses of the study were stated in 
‘general terms and selected items of the questionnaire re- 
lated to these hypotheses. Each item tested with the two 
political attitudes represented a sub-hypothesis to the two 
general statements. 

The sample consisted of 2,432 students,which were 
selected from 10,019 Edmonton Senior High School students, 
attending nine high schools who had completed the question- 
naire. 

The statistical tests used were one-way analysis of 
variance, two-way analysis of variance, and chi-squaree 
Scores obtained by factor analysis and the Guttman method 
were used to produce scales for political efficacy and sense 
Giecvi zen cuty. The SOLENT between the two scaling 
techniques for political efficacy was 0.730 and 0.806 for 
sense of citizen duty. In every case, if one scale produced 
Be sienificant test for either political efficacy or sense of 


citizen duty, the other scale would give a similar result. 


A number of factors were found to be related to 
political efficacy and sense of citizen duty. These may be 
considered as demographic, attitudinal or behavioural in 


nature. 


The Gough Home Index Scale was used to determine the 
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the socio-economic level of the student's home. Chi-square 
tests provided definite evidence that students with a high 
socio-economic rating eared highest on the political atti- 
tude scales. 

A number of single factors,which may be used to 
determine socio-economic level,were also tested. From the 
information gathered,it is possible to say that if a 
student's father or mother is well educated, the student will 
probably score high on the political efficacy and the sense 
of citizen duty scales. There is also a direct relation- 
ship between the family income and the student's score on 
both scales. 

There is a relationship between student behaviour 
and political. attitudes.. Students who achieve well in school 
feel politically efficacious and have a sense of citizen 
responsibility. Students who spend a considerable amount of 
time doing homework scored high on both political attitude 
scales. The results are reversed when one considers time 
spent watching television and political attitudes; that is, 
those who spend most time watching television scored lowest 
on the political attitude scales. 

The active student holds favorable political atti- 
ides. The activities may Ge We ert government, extra- 
curricular, clubs or out-of-school organizations such as 


church activities. There are clear indications that the 
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most highly efficacious and politically responsible students 
are active in all of these. At the same time, there are 
clear indications that these students are the best achievers. 

There is a relationship between students! political 
attitudes and certain Benen attitudes which they hold. 
Students who realize the value of education,score high on 
political efficacy and sense of citizen duty scales. Stu- 
dents who feel politically efficacious and have a sense of 
civic duty, do not complain about their school experiences. 
The ambitious student, the one who aspires to reach the top, 
will score high on both the attitude scales. If he tends 
to over-emphasize the power of money, he scores low on these 
scales. 

Another significant finding of the study is that our 
high schools' political system is dominated by the female 
sex. Do teenagers consider the filling of student govern- 
ment positions to be a woman's role? It is possible that 
the boys consider such activities as being rather unmanly 
and they would prefer to do their strutting on the athletic 
field. This probably applied more to lower middle class 
students than to upper class students. 

In conclusion, students who feel integrated in their 
schools have the most positive political ati tudedwar ss 
individuals they feel effective within the political system 


and they feel responsible as a citizen. The integrated 
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students are those who accept the same values as those ex- 
pressed by the schools. These are doing homework, attending 
games, avoiding "addiction" to television watching, etc. 
These students come from homes ‘Which reflect the same values 
as the oynterayee Their parents are educated and they belong 
to the higher BOCIOsaconoMmt onc Las seat The percentage of 


integrated students in the schools is not large. The pro- 


blem then is, how can administrators improve the situation? 
II. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 


There is a need to carry this research to greater 
depth. Several relationships have been established in this 
study, but no attempt has been made to account for their 
aothela tere The sample represents the greater portion of 
the student population of Edmonton city, but schools have 
not been compared. It is possible that different schools 
would tend to represent different socio-economic levels, 
aifferent ethnic backgrounds and different attitudinal and 
behavioural patterns. The results obtained from this study 
‘should also be compared with other cities. 

| A study of this type should be done in rural areas 
and further comparative studies made. A longitudinal study, 
nine undertaken, could Peeeerryy how students! political atti- 
tudes develop and change during their high school years. 


The age at which certain attitudes are formed and the age at 
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which they tend to decrease could be verified. 
Te. ee Oe LOS 


Administrators could reconsider the objectives for 
their school program. A statement of objectives taken from 
the Alberta high schools! Program of Studies is: 

The general objectives of social education is to 

develop citizens who (1) understand our changing 
society; (2) possess a sound freme-work of values and 
ideals which indicate what ought to be, set goals for 
the individual and give direction to his actions; and 
(3) have the necessary competence —— skills and 
abilities —— to participate in group living in such 
ways as to make changes in the direction of the desired 
values and ideals. 

Certainly, if these objectives are to be met in our 
high schools, it means ceveloping better political attitudes 
in the students. Obviously, this cannot be done by changing 
the parents! attitudes, their father's income or their socio- 
economic status. But, it appears logical that more could be 
done to encourage students to participate within their own 
political system, that is, the political system which exists 
within the student body. 

Particular attention should be given to the non- 
participant. Positive steps can be taken to integrate this 
student within the system. It is sometimes seid that we are 
building middle class schools for middle class students. If 


this is so, it should be realized that lower class students 


are at a disadvantage in that their school life presents them 
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with an entirely different world. Only the daring and the 
bold venture into it with apparent confidence. 

School programs should be developed which will be 
suited to the student. With an increasing number of students 
entering high school, this necessitates offering a wider 
choice. Too often, administrators have tried to make the 
student fit the program and have then complained about the 
problems which the students were presenting. Programs,which 
offer opportunities to all students and which encourage them 
to participate, especially in student government affairs, 
help develop politically efficacious citizens who have a 


high sense of citizen duty. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT VALUES INVENTORY 


Revised Edition 


The University of Alberta 


READ CAREFULLY 


Do not start answering before you are told to do so. 
Answer EVERY question to the best of your ability. Please do not make any marks on this questionnaire. 

Answer each question by placing the correct mark (using an HB pencil) in the proper space on the answer sheet. 
If in doubt about procedure, ask the teacher for assistance. 
Please answer sincerely and accurately. We want your opinion. 


Do not write your name on any paper. 
Mark only one item for each question. 


Now turn to number 1, WORK QUICKLY, and answer every question as well as you can. 


1. State your sex. 
A. boy 


B. girl 


2. In which school grade are you? 
A. nine 
B. ten 
C. eleven 
D. twelve 
E. thirteen 


3. How old are you? 
A. 14 or younger 
B. 15 
C. 16 
D. 17 
E. 18 or over 


4, What is the highest level of your father’s educa- 
tion? 
A. elementary . 
B. junior high 
C. high school 
D. some university 
E. university degree 


5. What is the highest level of your mother’s educa- 


tion? 
A. elementary 
B. junior high 
C. high school 
D. some university 
E. university degree 


6. Your last year’s average on the final examination 


was about 
A, 0-39 
B. 40-49 
C. 50-64 
D. 65-79 
E. 80-100 


Begin 
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12. 


In how many extra-curricular activities do you 
participate in school at the present time? 

A. none 

B. one 

C. two 

D. three 

E. four or more 


In how many organized activities do you particip- 
ate outside of school? (e.g. music lessons, swim- 
ming instruction, hockey, etc.) 

A. none 

B. one 

C. two 

D. three 

E. four or more 


Have you been elected to any school position this 
year or last year? 

A, yes 

B. no 
Make an estimate of your family’s annual 
income level. 

A. below $2,000 

B. $2,000-$3,999 

C. $4,000-$6,999 

D. $7,000-$9,999 

E. $10,000 or over 
What type of an elected position do you hold in 
school? 

A. no position 

B. president or vice-president 

C. secretary or treasurer 

D. sports or other committee representative 

E. Any other position e.g. editor, room rep. 


How many brothers and sisters do you have? 
A. none 
B. one 
C. two 
D. three 
E. four or more 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


Which item below fits your parents most 
accurately? 
A. they understand problems of teen-agers and assist 
them 
B. they are not interested in teen-agers 
C. they seem willing to help but don’t understand 
problems of teen-agers 


Are you planning to go to a technical institute? 
A. yes 
B. undecided 
C. no 


Do you have a car of your own? 
A. yes 
B. no 


Did you go out for football last fall either as a 
player or spectator? 

A, yes 

B. no 


Do you date? 
A. no 
B. yes, about once a month 
C. yes, about once a week 
D. yes, about twice a week 
E. yes, more than twice a week 


Have you joined a church or do you intend to join 
a church? 

A. yes 

B. no 


Do you go steady? 
A. yes 
B. no 


Which one of these items is most important in 
making a boy popular with the girls in your 
school? 

A. having a nice car 

B. high grade, honor roll 

C. being an athletic star 

D. being in the leading crowd 


Do you earn any money by working outside the 
home? (not counting summer work) 

A. yes 

B. no 


Do you smoke? 
A. yes, regularly 
B. yes, occasionally 
C. no 


Would you say that you are a part of the leading 
crowd in your school? 

A. yes 

B. no 


What is the highest level of education you expect 

to have actually attained ten years from now? 

. Not finished high school 

. High School graduate or Technical Institute 
graduate 

. Some University, e.g., Teaching Certificate, Reg. 
Nurse, etc. 

. University degree, e.g., B.A., B.Ed., B.Sc., R.N. 

. Professional Degree, e.g., Doctor, Lawyer, Ph.D. 
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27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


Which one of these things would be hardest for — 
you to take? | 
A. parents’ disapproval . 
B. teachers’ disapproval ) 
C. breaking with friend 


If your friends asked you to join in a secret 
escapade for a week-end, would you join them if 
your parents were not in favor? 
A. yes 
B. no 


How many subjects have you failed since s 
grade nine? 

A. none 

B. one 

C. two 

D. three 

E. four or more 


Who influenced you most in your life? 
A. parents 
B. teachers 
C. clergy, minister, pastor, rabbi 
D. friends 


Which one of the following are you really worrie 
about most? 
A. health 
B. academic success 
C. acceptance by friends 
D. others 


Roughly, what proportion of home basketball 
games did you attend this year? 

A. none 

B. less than half 

C. more than half 


Have you chosen your profession? 
A. yes 
B. no 


Why do you go to church? 
A. for social reasons 
B. for religious or spiritual reasons 
C. don’t attend 


Would you hand in an essay or assignment that 
your friend had done as your own? 

A. yes 

B. no 


If you could be remembered here at school for or 
of the things below, which one would you want i 
to be? 

A. outstanding student 

B. athletic star 

C. most popular 


Do your parents attend church? 
A. yes, regularly 
B. yes, occasionally 
C. no 


Do you drink beer? 
A. yes, frequently 
B. yes, occasionally 
C. no 


43. 


47. 


What yearly income do you expect to actually 
make ten years from now? 

A. below $3,000 

B. $3,000 to $5,999 

C. $6,000 to $8,999 

D. $9,000 to $12,000 

E. more than $12,000 


Among the things you strive for during your high 
school days, which of the following is most 
important to you? 

A. pleasing your parents 

B. learning as much as possible in school 

C. living up to your religious ideals 

D. being accepted and liked by other students 

E. pleasing the teacher 


. Which one of the following would be most import- 


ant to you in a job? 
A. the security of a steady job 
B. the opportunity for rapid promotion 
C. the enjoyment of the work itself 
D. a high income 


How many evenings a week do you spend with the 
gang? 

A. none 

B. one 

C. two or more 


. Does your mother have a job outside the home? 


A. yes 
B. no 


In your adult life whom would you want to 
resemble most? 

A. one of your parents 

B. your favorite teacher 

C. no one but yourself 

D. a relative 

E. a friend 


If you had your choice would you leave school 
before graduation? 

A. yes 

B. no 


Is athletics very important for you in school? 
A, yes 
B. no 


How much time, on the average, do you spend 
doing homework outside school on a weekday? 
A. none or almost none 
B. less than one hour 
C. one to two hours 
D. between two and three hours 
E. three or more hours 


Have you attended Sunday School or Church 
School? 

A. yes, regularly 

B. yes, occasionally 

C. no 


Check any of the following drinks that are served 
in your home. Check only one. 

A. beer 

B. table wine or other alcoholic beverages 

C. all of the above 

D. none of the above 


48. 
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50. 
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52. 


53. 


54, 
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56. 


57. 


Which one of the following do you think is the 
most important characteristic necessary for 
success in life? 

A. money 

B. athletics 

C. personality 

D. academic achievement 

E. friendliness 


What kind of music do you enjoy most? 
A. modern—like “beatle” 
B. classical 
C. country and western 


Which item below fits most of the teachers at your 
school? 
A. they understand problems of teen-agers and assist 
them 
B. they are not interested in teen-agers 
C. they seem willing to help but don’t understand 
problems of teen-agers 


How often do you go to the movies? 
A. never, or almost never 
B. about once a month 
C. about once a week 
D. twice a week or more 


Suppose your family had planned an extensive 
trip for a vacation in the summer. If you go 
along with them, it means that you cannot go 
camping with your friends, as you had planned. 
What would you do? 

A. go with your parents 

B. go camping with friends 


About how much time, on the average, do you 
spend watching TV on a weekday? 

A. none or almost none 

B. less than one hour a day 

C. one to two hours 

D. between two and three hours 

E. three or more hours a day 


What is the major characteristic necessary to be a 
member of the leading crowd at your school? 

A. good looks 

B. friendliness 

C. academic excellence 

D. money 

E. athletic ability 


Which one of the following is your favorite type of 
TV program? 

A. western 

B. quiz shows or contests 

C. interviews or news 

D. sports 

E. comedy 


Do you say prayers before you go to bed at night? 
A. yes, usually 
B. yes, sometimes 
C. no 


Would you say that you have a relatively happy 
life at home? 

A. yes 

B. no 
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60. 


61. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


68. 


If you could have only one of the following, which 
one would you chogse? 

A. wealth 

B. education 

C. fame 

D. faith ~ 


Would you say that your school experiences are 
fairly satisfactory? 

A. yes 

B. no 


What would you most like to get out of high 
school? 

A. broad education 

B. training for a vocation 

C. preparation for citizenship 

D. knowing how to get along with people 

E. friends 


Which one of the following do you regard as most 
important for your future? 

A. academic achievement 

B. popularity 

C. sports, cheerleading 


Are you planning to go to junior college, teachers 
college, nurses training, or university after high 
school? 

A. yes 

B. undecided 

C. no 


What does the phrase “outstanding student” mean 
to you? 

A. in the leading crowd 

B. a very good athlete 

C. academically superior 

D. popular 

E. elected to some school position 


If you found a five dollar bill in your school 
without anyone seeing it, what would you do? 
A. report the find 
B. keep the money 


Which of the following subjects do you like best 
in school? 

A. mathematics, sciences 

B. English 

C. social studies 

D. physical education 

E. vocational courses 


Which one of the following is most satisfying for 
your school life? 

A. popularity 

B. athletics 

C. academic achievement 


Does your father or mother participate in any 
type of sport? 

A. yes 

B. no 


Are your parents concerned with your doing well 
in academic work in school? 

A. yes, very much 

B. yes, to some extent 

C. not much 
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83. 
84. 
85. 
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89. 
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Do you believe your interest in athletics is 
A. very important for life 
B. somewhat important for life 
C. a passing phase? 


Do your parents watch television 
A. more than you 
B. as much as you 
C. less than you? 


The major problems in your school relate to 
A. lack of a chance to participate in sports 
B. lack of school spirit 
C. lack of necessary facilities 
D. cliques 
E. none of these 


What course are you taking now? 
A. university entrance 
B. general 
C. commercial 
D. vocational 


Does your family own a car? .......... A. Yes 
Does your family have a garage 

Or caTPOFtIOY..OA. AZAU.A SBMA A. Yes 
Did your father go to high 

SCHOOL? - cdeetccctanee ate eee ae A. Yes 
Did your father go to 

UNLV OLBIEY,S Aeiccthaninautae tote eee A. Yes 
Did your mother go to 

universitys? 0.5 hu eae A. Yes 
Is there a writing desk in 

your ‘home?iv. Mice ein A. Yes 
Does your family have a 

hi-fi record player? .0..0.0ccccceccne A. Yes 
Does your family own a piano? ... A. Yes 
Does your family get a daily 

NEWSPAPeL leah ee A. Yes 
Do you have your own room 

At TOMG? Guiana A. Yes 
Does your family own its own 

home?" Suiat Lento) ae A. Yes 
Is there an encyclopedia in 

YOUR DOME!  ptcecici:- copa eee A. Yes 


Does your family have more 

than 100 hard covered books? 

(e.g. 4 shelves 3 feet long) ................ A. 
Did your parents borrow any 

books from the library last 

VOOr Ts) Si hntonignteug teat ae A. 
Does your family leave town 

each year for a holiday? 0.0.0... A. 
Do you belong to any club 

where you have to pay fees? ........... A. 
Does your mother belong to 

any clubs or organizations such 

as study, church, art, or social 

chirbs Fo, ee i: nesicaaen eae A. 
Does your family own a color 
TV wat)? chatele. teva vo-ehcte meee 
Have you ever had lessons in 
music, dancing, art, swimming, 
etc., outside of Schoo]? oo... fas 


A. Yes 
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DIRECTIONS 


- The following questions consider the relative value of certain characteristics as they relate to the occupations re- 
resented by the following: 


Social Worker, Teacher, Doctor, Nurse, Lawyer. 


arefully answer each question below GIVING YOUR OWN OPINION. Your answer should be selected from 
ne of the five occupations given. 


If your answer is SOCIAL WORKER ........ mark A 
SESS CS 0 CTY Y OVO) ot) mark B 
Mea AMS WEE IS DOCTOR on cscsscsssssssscssncssessessesssees mark C 
BIE ATISWET 1S NURSE. ccccccccssscsssiesssenssersnsenescorneensne mark D 
Tf your answer is LA WYER uuoesccsssssssssemenennen mark E ; 


93. Which of these occupations CONTRIBUTES THE MOST to the community? 

94. Which CONTRIBUTES THE LEAST? 

95. Which of these occupations has the MOST PRESTIGE? 

96. Which has the LEAST PRESTIGE? 

97. Which of these occupations has THE GREATEST SHORTAGE OF QUALIFIED PERSONNEL? 
98. Which has the LEAST SHORTAGE OF QUALIFIED PERSONNEL? 

99. Which of these occupations REQUIRES THE MOST TRAINING? 

00. Which REQUIRES THE LEAST TRAINING? 


EMINDER: WE WANT YOUR OPINION. CHOOSE YOUR ANSWER CAREFULLY FROM THE FIVE OC- 
CUPATIONS LISTED ABOVE. 


01. Which of these occupations SHOULD require the most training? 

02. Which SHOULD require the least training? 

03. Which of these occupations has the highest percentage of COMPETENT PERSONNEL? 
04. Which has the lowest percentage of COMPETENT PERSONNEL? 

05. Which of these occupations gives the MOST SERVICE PER DOLLAR? 

06. Which gives the LEAST SERVICE PER DOLLAR? 

07. Which of these occupations is MOST ACTIVE in church work, service clubs, youth work, etc.? 
08. Which is LEAST ACTIVE in church work, service clubs, youth work, etc.? 

09. Which of these occupations is MOST ACTIVELY involved in POLITICAL ACTIVITIES? 
10. Which is LEAST ACTIVELY involved in POLITICAL ACTIVITIES? 

ll. Which of these occupations contributes MOST to the total good of everyone? 

12. Which contributes LEAST to the total good of everyone? 

13. Which of these occupations has the HIGHEST AVERAGE INCOME? 

14. Which has the LOWEST AVERAGE INCOME? 

15. Which of these occupations SHOULD HAVE THE HIGHEST AVERAGE INCOME? 

16. Which SHOULD HAVE THE LOWEST AVERAGE INCOME? 

17. Which of these would you choose FIRST to associate with socially? 

18. Which would you choose LAST to associate with socially? 


119. Which of these occupations would you consider MOST PROFESSIONAL? 
120. Which would you ‘consider LEAST PROFESSIONAL? 


121. If nothing stood in the way, and you had to choose from these five occupations for yourself, which one wou, 
you choose first? 


122. Under similar conditions which one would you choose last? 


We wish to check whether you are marking your responses beside the right numbers on your answer sheet. | 
To assist us please mark as follows: | 


123. Mark A 
124. Mark B 
125. Mark C 
126. Mark D 
127. Mark E 


128. How many good friends of your own sex have you in school? 
A. none 
B. one 
C. two 
D. three 


E. four or more 


129. How many good friends of the opposite sex have you in school? 
A. none 
B. one 
C. two 
D. three 


E. four or more 


130. Do you own a motorcycle or scooter? 
A. yes 
B. no 


Directions: A number of controversial statements are given below. Indicate the degree of your personal agreeme! 
or disagreement with each statement by placing a mark beside the appropriate number on the answé 
sheet. 


Mark A if you agree strongly. 
Mark B if you agree somewhat. 
Mark C if you are undecided. 
Mark D of you disagree somewhat. 
Mark E if you disagree strongly. 


131. Schools should be granted greater local autonomy in curriculum building. 
132. Provincial teachers’ associations should be able to discipline members for violating teacher ethics. 
133. Curriculum guides issued by the Department of Education should specify methods to be used. 


134. The curriculum authority of the Department of Education should be limited to matters of course objective 
and minimum content. 


135. Provincial teachers’ associations should be concerned with the competence of teachers. 

136. Effective teaching can be done with more than twenty-five pupils per class. 

137. Teachers’ associations should do everything in their power to maintain the right to strike. 

138. Selection of instructional methods should be a prerogative of teachers. 

139. Provincial teachers’ associations should have the right to recommend cancellation of a teacher’s certificate. ; 


140. All teachers should be employed and paid by the provincial government. 


PART 2 
irections: 
dicate your opinion, your immediate “feeling” about each statement below by placing a mark in the proper place 
n the answer sheet. Use the following code: 


A—Agree strongly D—Disagree slightly 
B—Agree somewhat E—Disagree somewhat 
C—Agree slightly F—Disagree strongly 


1. Voting is the only way that students like me can have any say about how the students’ council runs things. 


2. Sometimes students’ council activities and business seem so complicated that a student like me can’t really 
understand what’s going on. 


3. Students like me don’t have any say about what the students’ council does. 
4, I don’t think student council members care much what the students like me think. 


5. So many other students vote in the students’ council elections that it doesn’t matter much to me whether I 
vote or not. 


6. It isn’t so important to vote when you know your candidate doesn’t have any chance to win in the students’ 
council election. 


7. A good many students’ council elections aren’t important enough to bother with. 


8. If a person doesn’t care how an election comes out he shouldn’t vote in it. 
Pp 
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